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FromtheFacultyAdvisor:

Thisjournalisstudentdirectedandoperated.Inadditiontotheirownstudiesand

otheractivitiesthatfilltheirday,theeditorsofthejournal,allundergraduatestu-

dents,solicitmanuscripts,vetsubmissions,contactauthorsandofferrecommended

revisions,andassistinthefinalproductionthatyouseebeforeyou.Myroleislargely

thatofamanagingeditor,assistingtheeditorsasneeded,keepingrecords,andcom-

municatingwithAIUPress.

Inthisissue,youwillnoteseveralchanges.Theeditorswantedtotrulyreflectthe

globalfocusofouruniversity'smissionbywelcomingsubmissionsfromstudentsat

otherinstitutions,especiallyourpartnerinstitutions.Wearepleasedtoincludeworks

fromstudentsatsomeofthesecampuses.Theeditorsalsowantedtoencouragenot

onlyacademicessays,buttoexpandthefocustoincludecreativepieces.Youwillfind

severalartisticworksinthisissue,includingimages,poetryandshortstories.

Additionally,IwishtothankAIU'spresident,Dr.NorihikoSuzuki,whohascontin-

uedtofinanciallysupportthisendeavorwiththefundingthroughaPresident's

ResearchFundgrant.IalsowishtothankthestaffofAIUPress,especiallyYoriko

Haseyama,fortheirhelpinthis,myfirstissue,asfacultyadvisorofthejournal.

Afteralonghiatus,Iamdelightedtoseethisissuecometofruition.Thestudentedi-

torshaveworkedhardtomakethisissuehappen.IfyouareastudentatAIU,ween-

courageyoutovolunteeryourtimeasaneditorforthenextissue.Wearealsoalways

acceptingnewmanuscriptsandcreativeworks;soifyouhaveaworkyouareparticu-

larlyproudof,pleasesendittous(seethecallforsubmissionsattheendofthisissue)!

Withwarmwishes,

PaulChamnessMiller,Ph.D.

FacultyAdvisor

February,2015
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Otomen:DefiningHybridMasculinityinJapan

YasunobuMiyakawa

IntroductionandThesis

Therearetwopossiblewaystodefinethetermotomen.Otomenisthetitleofa

Japaneseromanticcomedycomic,orshojomanga,whichhasalsobeenadaptedasthe

dramaserieswiththesametitle,Otomen."Otomen(otome+men)"isalsoaterm,

"whichreferstoyoungmenwhoenjoyhandicraftsandpastry-bakinglikeanotome

(maiden)."１ AsShuMinYuenexplains,thetermotomen"becamewidelycirculated

inthemassmediafollowingthereleaseofamangaseriesandsubsequentlyadrama

thatcarriedthetitle,Otomen."２ Theamountofpublicity'Otomen'receivedinthe

Japanesemediashowshowimpactfulthecomicanddramaseriesareindefiningfemi-

ninemasculinityinJapan.

Ifyouareunfamiliarwiththephrasefemininemasculinity,thisparadoxicalcon-

ceptmaybehardtofullygraspwithoutathoroughexplanation.Thephrasefeminine

masculinityhasbeenusedcontinuouslytodescribethenewmasculinityinmodern

Japan.ReviewingFabienneDarling-Wolfandheruseoftheterm"hybridity"mightin

factclarifythisJapaneseincorporationofcapitalisminits'traditional'cultureand

alsohelpunderstandthefemininitythatisintertwinedwithmasculinityinJapanese

culture.３ Backinthepost-warera,the"corporatewarrior"typeofmasculinityhad

beentheprominentrepresentationofmen;itwasinthelate1990swhenthe"ideal

salarymanmasculinity"startedtobe"associatedwith'femininity,'suchastheability

tocook,orbeingseentobetakinganactiveinterestinchild-rearing".４ Thisnewno-

tionoffemininemasculinity,orasStevenChenmightcallit'soushokukeidanshi',has

beendirectlytiedwithcapitalistinteresttocreateneedsformentoseekthetypeof

consumptionthatoncewasonlytargetedtowardswomen.５

―1―

１Yuen,ShuMin(2013):Frommento'boys'-thecookingdanshiinJapanesemassmedia.Women'sStudies

InternationalForum,http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2013.08.002
２Ibid.
３Fabienne,Darling-Wolf(2006):TheMenandWomenofnon-no:Gender,Race,andHybridityinTwo

JapaneseMagazines,CriticalStudiesinMediaCommunication,23:3,181-199
４Dasgupta,Romit(2010):Globalisationandthebodilyperformanceof'cool'and'uncool'masculinitiesin

corporateJapan.Intersections:GenderandSexualityinAsiaandthePacific,23

(http://intersections.anu.edu.au/issue23/dasgupta.htm)
５Chen,Steven(2012):TheriseofSoushokukeiDanshimasculinityandconsumptionincontemporary

Japan.Gender,culture,andconsumerbehavior,285-310



Thistransformationofthedefinitionofmasculinityhasmultiplesocietalimpli-

cations.AnalyzingtheTVdramaseriesOtomenwillhelpusunderstandwhatthisnew

identitymeansfortherepresentationofgenderinJapanesesociety.Thisessaywill

leaveouttheanalysisofthecomicbookOtomenduetothelimitationsinspaceand

accesstotheartifact.Inthisessay,Iwillarguethattherepresentationofgenderinthe

dramaOtomenreinforcesthepublicacceptancetowardsmorefemininemasculinity,

butwhileitquestionsthetraditionalgenderrolesinJapan,thedramafailstonegoti-

ateequalityforwomenandhomosexuals.

Background:HybridMasculinity

Inordertodismantlethephrasefemininemasculinity,onemustunderstandthe

implicationsoftheterm'feminine'.AsYumikoIidadiscussesinherarticle,theterm

'feminine'isoftenassociatedwithbeingsubjecttothe'gaze',akeenerinterestinap-

pearances,and,mostimportantly,consumption.６ Thissubjectivitytothe'gaze'was

notinitiatedinthe1990s,butbeganintheeraofthebubbleeconomy,the1980s,when

therewasa"risetotheextravagantandsophisticated,ifsnobbish,materialculturein

whichone'sidentitywastypicallydisplayedbymeansofimagesassociatedwithluxu-

riousbranditems".Asthewomenunderwentthissocialtransformationtowardscapi-

talism,theywereincreasinglyexposedtothebodyindustries,whichconsider

appearanceasacapital.Thisnotionincreasinglybecomes"thecapitalistimperative;to

be'attractive'isinternalizedamonggirlsintheirpracticeofself-surveillanceand

'doingappearance'".７ AccordingtoIida,youngmalesatthispointwerenotsubjected

tothisnewpresentationofidentity;atleastnotuntiltheearly1990sinthe"renewed

stageofcapitalisteconomycenteringonimagecreations,"whichwasmadepossibleby

new meansofadvertisement,suchastheInternet.８ AsChenalsoargues,the

feminizationofmenhasemergedfromthecapitalistcommunity,followingtheburst

oftheeconomicbubble,asthe"corporatewarrior"salarymantypeofmasculinitybe-

camenotasprevalentorpopularlyaccepted,whichisincidentallyassociatedwiththe

riseof"soushokukeidanshi,"themorefeminine'boy'.９

Thisessayhassofardiscussedthebackgroundoftheconstructionofthisnew

identity,butwhatexactlyisthis'newidentity'?Thephrase"soushokukeidanshi"was

Otomen:DefiningHybridMasculinityinJapan
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６Iida,Yumiko(2005):Beyondthe'feminizationofmasculinity':transformingpatriarchywiththe'feminine'

incontemporaryJapaneseyouthculture.Inter-AsiaCulturalStudies,Volume6,Number1,56-74
７Kim,Yeran(2011):Idolrepublic:theglobalemergenceofgirlindustriesandthecommercializationofgirl

bodies.JournalofGenderStudies,Volume20,Number4,333-345
８Ibid.,59
９Chen,Steven(2012):TheriseofSoushokukeiDanshimasculinityandconsumptionincontemporary

Japan.Gender,culture,andconsumerbehavior,294-297



mentionedabove,butthereareevenmorephrasesthatsignifythis'newidentity':"be

itthe…ojo－manorotomen,[thenewidentity]isapparentfromthewaysthese'boys'

aredescribedbythevariouswriters-"anewtypeofmasculinity";"anewgeneration

ofmen";"anewbeing".10Thenewfeminizedmenaremorepronetoleisureactivities

forself-cultivation,perhapstomeettheevaluatingstandards'3Cs'mentionedin

Miller'stext:comfortable,communicative,andcooperative,whichimpliestheincreas-

ingexpectationformentotakerolesindomesticduties.11 Theimplicationofthisnew

identityisnotlimitedtodomesticdutiesbutextendstogroomingofselfinamanner

thatisoftenassociatedwithwomen.IntheDarling-Wolf'scasestudyonJapanese

fashionmagazineMen'snon-no,shedescribesthatthemagazine"[offers]theusual

mixoffashionspread,popularstars,skinandhaircareadvice,decoratingtips,reci-

pes,quizzes,horoscopes,andmanyads".12 Tomakeafurthernote,mostoftheoffer-

ingsinthismagazineareconsciousofthereader'sinterestorinsecurityoftheir

appearance.Yuendiscussesthenewlyemergingidentityof"cookingdanshi(boy),"

theirhand-madelunchbox,madefor"hisownenjoymentandconsumption,"aresub-

jectedto"judgingeyes"(theauthordescribesJapaneseMothers'lunchboxesbeingsub-

jectedtojudgingeyeswhentheyaretakentoschoolorwork).13Thus,beingthe'new

men'-embodyingfemininemasculinity-meanstoconsumeinordertoachieve/main-

taincertainappearancestandards,thatwereimposedbytheimperativesofcapitalism.

Thejudging'gaze'onceonlybelongedtowomeninJapan,however,theburstof

theeconomicbubblethatcausedtheJapaneseeconomytosufferconsequentlydenied

theoldformofmasculinityinordertopromoteconsumptionbymen.Thegeneral

consensusamongstthescholarsthispaperhasreferencedseemstobethatthishybrid,

femininemasculinityisasociallyconstructedphenomenoninresponsetotheJapanese

economy.

Otomen:PlotSummary

AsImentionedearlier,Otomenisaromanticcomedythathumorouslyportrays

thevariousformsofotomen,menwithmorefemininevalues.Themaincharacterof

thedramaisAsukaMasamuneandthedramabeginswithaflashbackofthememo-

riesofAsuka'sfatherwhohadalwaystoldAsukatobetruetohimself.Oneday

YasunobuMiyakawa
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10Yuen,ShuMin(2013):Frommento'boys'-thecookingdanshiinJapanesemassmedia.Women'sStudies

InternationalForum,http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2013.08.002
11Ibid.,54
12Fabienne,Darling-Wolf(2006):TheMenandWomenofnon-no:Gender,Race,andHybridityinTwo

JapaneseMagazines,CriticalStudiesinMediaCommunication,23:3,189
13Yuen,ShuMin(2013):Frommento'boys'-thecookingdanshiinJapanesemassmedia.Women'sStudies

InternationalForum,http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2013.08.002



Asukaconfesstohisfatherhowheaccidentallybrokeabranchofffromhisfather's

cherryblossomtree.Thefathercheerfullyacceptstheconfessionbysaying"Iamglad

thatyoutoldmethetruth."14 Asuka'sfatherthenconfessestohiswifeandsoninre-

turn,sayingthathehadalways"wantedtobecomeagirl"andleavesthehouse.This

leavesthewifetraumatizedofmenwithouttraditionalmasculinity,whichcausesher

toraiseAsukastrictlytoembodythemanliestvaluesorto"notbelike[his]father."

Despiteherstrictscrutiny,Asukagrowsupwithbothmanlyvaluesandcomicalob-

sessionswith"cuteandsweet"things.Throughoutthedramaseriesthemainthemeis

thecontrastbetweenAsuka'soutstandingabilityinKendo(aJapanesemartialart)

andhisobsessionswithcakeandteddybears,whichportraysthefemininemasculinity

ofnewmeninJapan.Atfirsthetriestokeephisfemininevaluesasecretfromnot

onlyhismotherbutalsofromhisclassmates.However,helaterdiscoversfriendswho

arealsootomenjustlikehimself.

ThestorylineismainlyconstructedaroundtheromantictensionbetweenAsuka

andtheheroineoftheshow,RyoMiyakozuka.IncomparisontoAsukawhohasfemi-

ninevalues,Ryoisagirlwithmasculinevalues,withknowledgeandexperiencein

multiplemartialarts,includingKendo.WhileRyoisknownforhermasculinevalues,

sheisportrayedasanattractiveindividualinthestory,whichpotentiallynegotiates

traditionalgenderrolesjustliketheotomen.Tofurthernotethesimilarities,both

AsukaandRyoaregenderambiguousnames,whichreinforcesthemainthemethat

negotiatestraditionalgenderroles.

Otomen:NegotiatingtheGenderRoles

Theformsofotomenportrayedinthedramanegotiatethestereotypicalgender

rolesbyusingthe'gaze'ofpeoplewithinthedrama.Forexample,Asukaisanexcel-

lentcookandaknitter,stereotypicallymorefeminineactivities.However,Asukare-

mainspopularamongsthis"fans"forhisexcellentskillsinKendo,portrayinghimas

anattractivefigure.Thisissimilartotherelationshipbetweenthe"surveyor"andthe

"surveyed"inWesternrepresentationsofwomeninpaintings.Inthiscase,Asuka,be-

comesattractiveinthepresenceofthe"surveyor"orthefans.15Thisisnotlimitedto

Asuka,butalltheotomenintheshow,includingJutaTachibana,HajimeTounomine,

KitoraKurokawa,andYamatoAriake,whoaredescribedas"ikemen,"whichmeans

goodlookinginJapanese.Byportrayingotomenorhybridmasculinityasattractive,

thedramaislegitimizingthenewtypeofmasculinity,asmasculinityisoftenassoci-

atedasanabilitytoattractfemales.Thelegitimacyofthisnewidentitythatchal-

Otomen:DefiningHybridMasculinityinJapan
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14Aya,Konno(2009):Ottomen,FujiTelevision,12episodes,http://www.fujitv.co.jp/b_hp/otomen/
15Berger,John(1977):WaysofSeeing.PenguinBooksintheUnitedStatesofAmericaChapter3,45-64



lengesthestereotypicalgenderroles,consequently,negotiatesthegenderrolesinthe

society.

Thedramaoccasionallymakesjokesoutofthecorporatewarriortypeof

'salaryman'masculinity,perhapsinanotherefforttolegitimizethenewhybridmascu-

linity.Tonameoneexample,episodetwobeginswithaflashbackofAsukainanele-

mentaryschool.Oneofhisclassmatesreadshisshortessayabouthisfatheroutloud,

roughlysaying,"Mydadisasalaryman.Hewakesupearlyinthemorningeveryday

andworksreallyhard,justlikethehamsteraimlesslyrunningonitswheel."Laughter

followsthestoryandtheteachercommentsbysaying"thankyouforthehumorous

story."16Evidently,thedramaisillegitimatingtheoldcorporatewarriororsalaryman

typeofmasculinitybyportrayingitas"aimless"orpointless.

Homosexuality

Thehybridmasculinitymaysometimesbemistakenasahomosexuality,butthe

dramaOtomenmakesthedistinctionclear.Hybridmasculinityinvitesfemininevalues

whileitmaintainstheheterosexuality,andthelinebetweenhybridmasculinityand

homosexualitystaysclear.Asuka'sfather,Mondonosuke(hislastnameisunknown

sinceheseemstohavedivorcedAsuka'smother,KiyomiMasamune)asImentioned

earlier,'becameagirl'ora"newhalf,"whichmeansgayorhomosexualinJapan.His

appearanceintheshowisveryrarethroughouttheshow.Episodesevenistheonlyex-

posureofhisidentityapartfromtheflashbacks,andwithinalltheflashbackscenes,

Mondonosuke only appears in male clothing.Throughout episode seven,

Mondonosukeappearsinfeminineclothingandusuallyinanenclosedspacewithone

otherpersonintheroom.Duringthecomicawardceremonywithmanyofhisfans,

heappearsinawigandwithalargefaninordertocoverhisfaceandultimatelyhis

identity.Attheceremony,hecoincidentallyseesAsukabutdoesnotrevealhimself.

JutaTachibana,anotherotomenwithgreatskillsinshojomangawriting,attendsan

awardceremonydressedinawesterndresswithmakeuponinordertoconcealhis

identity,too.However,incontrasttoMondonosuke,Jutaisoneofthemaincharac-

tersthroughouttheshowand,whilehetriestokeephisidentityasamangawritera

secretuntilepisodeseven,AsukaandRyorecognizehimbythewayhetalkswithout:

allofwhichdoesnothavevisibleconsequencestoJuta.Bylimitingtheexposureof

homosexualcharacterMondonosuke,thedramaseriesportrayshomosexualsasop-

pressedanddrawsacleardistinctionfromhybridmasculinity-failingtonegotiatethe

stereotypesofhomosexuals.

YasunobuMiyakawa
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16Aya,Konno(2009):Ottomen,FujiTelevision,episode2,http://www.fujitv.co.jp/b_hp/otomen/



RepresentationofWomen

Althoughtheconceptofotomennegotiatesthegenderrolesformen,whileRyo

negotiatesgenderrolesforwomen,itreinforcestheideaofmaledominancebyfocus-

ingsolelyonhybridmasculinity.AsImentionedearlier,Ryoisportrayedasamascu-

linefemalewhocan"beatup"menwithease-asitwasproveninthefirstepisode

whenRyodefeatedthe'furyou'or'badstudents'fromanotherschoolthattriedto

"beatup"Asukabeforehisbigcompetition.Ryo'sassertivenesschallengesthestereo-

typicalgenderrolesforwomentobe"modest"or"reserved."17However,Ryoisthe

onlyonethatnegotiatesgenderrolesinthedramaincontrasttoalltheotomenchar-

acterspresentintheshow.Thisreinforcesthemaledominancebylimitingtherepre-

sentationofmasculinewomenwhentherearemultiplewomenconformingtothe

cute,moresubmissive,identity.18

Conclusion

ThedramaOtomendefineshybridmasculinityanditsrelationshiptosociety.

Variousformsofotomenchallengethetraditionalgenderrolesbyrepresentingfemi-

ninevaluesasanadvantage,andalsobyillegitimatingthecorporatewarriormasculin-

ity.However,itfailstochallengetheinequalityamongsthomosexualsandwomen.

The drama failsto challenge the negative conception ofhomosexualsby

underrepresentingthemandportrayingtheidentityassomethingtohideratherthan,

forexample,assomethingtobeproudof:likebeinganotomen.Whilethedramachal-

lengesgenderrolesofwomen,italsofailstopromoteequalityamongstwomenby

underrepresentingthemandalsobyfocusingsolelyonthehybridmasculinity.AsShu

MinYuensaid,thetermotomenhasbeenwidelycirculatedinthemedia.Theimpli-

cationofthisdramadefiningtheconceptofhybridmasculinityisthatitreinforces

maledominancewhileitmakesitappearasiffeminizingmasculinityisarevolution-

aryconcept.WhilecapitalistincentivedrivesJapantopromotehybridmasculinity,

questionsforequalityamongsthomosexualsandwomenremainunansweredandtobe

challengedinthecontemporarymedia.

Otomen:DefiningHybridMasculinityinJapan
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17Aya,Konno(2009):Ottomen,FujiTelevision,episode2,http://www.fujitv.co.jp/b_hp/otomen/
18Miller,Laura(2011):CuteMasqueradeandthePimpingofJapan.InternationalJournalofJapanese

Sociology,20
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ShouldHijabbeBanned?
HumanRightsofMuslimWomen

YukariHashimoto

Abstract

AnyonewhoeverstudiedIslamandArabicculture,andthosewhospenttime

withMuslimwomencannotunderestimatetheimportanceoftheheadscarf(hijab).

Theheadscarfcontroversyisanissuebetweensecularism andhumanrights.

Governmentsunderdemocracyguaranteehumanrightsforitscitizensandthey

shouldnotviolateitbybanningthefreedomofexpression.Someexamplesofcoun-

triesthatbanreligiousdressbylawarediscussedinthispaperascasestudies.Much

oftheheadscarfcontroversyisperhapsseeninWesterncountries(i.e.,Europeand

NorthAmerica.Asiscommonlyknown,Francehasbannedreligiousdress,andsome

countriesinEuropeareconsideringfollowingFrance.QuebecinCanadaisanother

multiculturalregionconsideringtheban,beinginspiredbyFrance.Banningreligious

dressmaybejustifiedforvariousreasons,suchasstatesecularism,separationof

churchandstate,andthedemandfromsociety.Obvious,however,istheeffectof

Islamophobiaonthisglobalizedworld.Stereotypesintroducedbythemediaarepri-

maryfactorsoftheissuesregardingMuslims.Anargumentfoundthroughthispaper

isthatthereisthepossibilityofdiscriminationagainstreligionwhendiscussingthe

headscarfcontroversybecauseoftentimeswhatcomestopeople'sattentionisnotthe

JewishdressortheChristiandress,buttheMuslimsdress.

Introduction

HoweverdifferentMuslim experiencesinEuropemightbe,Muslimsthere,like

manyinAmerica,havesharedcommonconcernsregardingthepracticeoftheirfaith,the

retentionofIslamicidentity(inparticularfortheirchildren),andthepreservationof

familylifeandvalues.Specificconcernsrevolvearoundtheabilitytotaketimeout

fromworktopraydaily,toattendmosqueonFriday,tocelebratethetwogreatfeasts

ofIslam(Idal-AdhaandIdal-Fitra),tohavehalalfoodsavailableinschoolsandthe

military,and,forthosewomenwhowish,towearaheadscarf(hijab).19

OneoftheissuesMuslimsfaceinthisglobalizedworldisthebanonhijabs.

Mandavillealsopointsoutthat"Muslimsindifferentsettingswilloftendevelopquite

―8―

19EspositoJohnL.Islam:TheStraightPath,4thed.(NewYork:OxfordUniversityPress,2011),75



uniqueunderstandings(basedonlocalhistoriesandexperience)ofhowandwhere

theirreligionrelatestoeverydaylifeandpracticalpolitics"20.Theprohibitionofthe

wearingofthehijabiscontroversialbecauseitmightbeagainstthefreedomofrelig-

ionaswellasbasichumanrights.Muslimwomenchoosetowearthehijabfortheir

ownreasonsandnotbecausetheyareforcedtointhecountriesdiscussedinthisessay

ascasestudies,becausetheyarenotMuslimmajoritycountries21;instead,inthese

countriesithasbeenhistoricallyuptoindividualchoicetowearitornot.Inpresent

dayhowever,thechoicesarebecominglimited.Francehasbannedthewearingofthe

hijab,andithasalsobeenindiscussioninthemulticulturalprovinceofQuebec,in-

deednotforreligiousreasons,butforthesakeofstatesecularism,aswellasameans

ofpoliticalstrategy.

ItisoftenthoughtthatMuslimwomenareforcedbytheirhusbands,fathers,or

malecounterpartstowearthehijab.Inmanycases,notonlyinMuslimminority

countries,"[people]depicttheheadscarfasasymbolofpatriarchaloppressionandfe-

maleinequalityvis-a`-vismen"22.Rather,MuslimwomenwearthehijabbecauseGod

hastoldthemto;inotherwords,itiswrittenintheQur'anintheirinterpretation.

However,therearecontroversiesinhowtointerpretthehijabevenwithintheMuslim

faith.Itisnotclearlystatedintheholybook,soitisentirelyuptoindividualinterpre-

tation.IntheQur'an,thewordhijabisusedseventimes.Excludingthetwoverses23

thatusehijabinasymbolicmeaning,andthethreethatuseitinametaphoricalbut

materialisticway24,twooftheversesexplainhowwomenshouldveil25.33:53isasig-

YukariHashimoto
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20MandavillePeter.GlobalPoliticalIslam.(NewYork:Routledge,2007),18
21Muslimmajoritycountriesinclude:SaudiArabia,Egypt,Indonesia,etc.

FeenerMichaelR.IslaminWorldCultures:ComparativePerspectives.(SantaBarbara:ABC-CLIO,2004)
22KuruAhmetT."Secularism,StatePolicies,andMuslimsinEurope:AnalyzingFrenchExceptionalism."

ComparativePolitics,vol.41,no.1(2008).Retrieved12/18/2013from

http://www.jstor.org/stable/20434102
23AbdullahYusufAli,TheMeaningoftheHolyQur'an(Maryland:amanapublications,1989),verses

38:3242:51:"Andhesaid,"Truly/DiIlovethelove/OfGod,withaview/TothegloryofmyLord"-/

Until(thesun)washidden/Intheveil(ofNight)(38:32);"Itisnotfitting/ForamanthatAllah/

Shouldspeaktohim/Exceptbyinspiration,/Orfrom behindaveil,/Orbythesending/Ofa

Messenger/Toreveal,withAllah'spermission,/WhatAllahwills:forHe/IsMostHigh,MostWise."

(42:51)
24AbdullahYusufAli,1989.7:46,17:45,and41:5:"Betweenthemshallbe/Aveil,andontheHeights/

Willbemen/Whowouldknoweveryone/Byhismarks:theywillcall/OuttotheCompanions/Ofthe

Garden,"Peaceonyou":/Theywillnothaveentered,/Buttheywillhave/Anassurance(thereof)."

(7:46);"Whenthoudostrecite/TheQur'an,Weput,/Betweentheeandthosewho/Believenotinthe

Hereafter/Aveilinvisible."(17:45);"Theysay:"Ourhearsare/Underveils,(concealed)/Fromthatto

whichthou/Dostinviteus,and/Inourearsisadeafness,/Andbetweenusandthee/Isascreen:sodo/

Thou(whatthouwilt):/Forus,weshalldo/(Whatwewill!)"(41:5)
25AbdullahYusufAli,1989.19:17and33:53:"Sheplacedascreen/(Toscreenherself)fromthem;/Then

Wewenttoher/Ourangel,andheappeared/Beforeherasaman/Inallrespects."(19:17)



nificantversebecauseitisthoughttobethe"Hijabverse"26.Fromthisverse,many

MuslimstendtothinkthatthenotionsoftheveilforwomenintheQur'anarerele-

vantonlytothewivesofMuhammad27;however,laterinthesamesura28,isthe"man-

tleverse"29 whichexplainsthatifthewomenwearthegarments,theywillbe

recognizedasaMuslim,andwillberespected.Thisverseisindicatingthatwearing

agarmentmustbeaMuslimwomen'sidentity.Whatmakesthisverseunnoticeableis

thatitdoesnotusethewordhijabandsaysnothingaboutcoveringtheheadofthe

women.However,fromthisverse,itcouldbeinterpretedthatGodencourageswomen

toveil.Thepointthatmakestheconceptofveilingconfusingisthattheseversesdo

notexplicitlymentionwhichpartsofthebody,andtowhatextentwomenshouldveil.

Infact,therearedifferentlevelsofveilingforwomen,startingfromthemostcasual

veil,hijab,tothemostextremeburqa30,butGoddoesnotmentionanyparticular

namesofanygarments;therefore,itistheindividual'schoiceastohow,whereand

howmuchtoveil.HowMuslimwomenveilisawayofexpressingthemselves,leading

tothequestionofwhetherprohibitionofveilingisanabuseofthesewomen'sfreedom

ofexpression.

Thereasonswhysomecountriesprohibitthewearingofthehijabisbecause

whenwomencover,inmostcasesitservesasasymbolforone'sreligion.Underde-
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26AbdullahYusufAli,1989.33:53"OyewhoBelieve!/EnternottheProphet'shouses-/Untilleaveis

givenyou-/Forameal,(andthen)/Not(soearlyas)towait/Foritspreparation:butwhen/Yearein-

vited,enter;/Andwhenyehavetaken/Yourmeal,disperse,/Withoutseekingfamiliartalk./Such(be-

havior)annoys/TheProphet:heisashamed/Todismissyou,but/Allahisnotashamed/(Totellyou)

thetruth.//Andwhenye/Ask(hisladies)/Foranythingyewant/Askthemfrombefore/Ascreen:

thatmakes/Forgreaterpurityfor/Yourheartsandfortheirs.//Norisitrightforyou/Thatyeshould

annoy/Allah'sMessenger,orthat/Yeshouldmarryhiswidows/Afterhimatanytime./Trulysucha

thingis/InAllah'ssightanenormity."TheEnglishtranslationherefor"hijab"is"screen".Inthisverse,

the"screen"isnotthewomen'sgarments,butratheraclothlikeacurtain.
27CampbellRobertA.Women,War&Hypocrites:StudyingtheQur'an(NovaScotia:CapeBreton

UniversityPress,2010),124-130
28"sura"istheArabicwordforthechaptersoftheQur'an
29AbdullahYusufAli,1989.33:59"OProphet!Tell/Thywivesanddaughters,/Andthebelieving

women,/Thattheyshouldcast/Theiroutergarmentsover/Theirpersons(whenabroad):/Thatismost

convenient,/Thattheyshouldbeknown/(Assuch)andnotmolested./AndAllahisOft-Forgiving,/

MostMerciful."
30"TheburqaisthemostconcealingofallIslamicveils:itcoverstheentirefaceandbody,leavingjusta

meshscreentoseethrough.Itiswornovertheusualdailyclothingandremovedwhenthewomanre-

turnstothehousehold,outoftheviewofmenthatarenottheirhusmands,fathers,brothers,uncles,sons,

andgrandsons."SBSNews,"At-a-glance:Burqa,NiqabandHijab"(April30,2010).Retrieved12/20/

2013http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2010/04/30/glance-burqa-niqab-and-hijab



mocracy,thereneedstobeadivisionofstateandreligion.FormerUSPresident

ThomasJeffersonfirstintroducedtheterm"separationofchurchandstate"inthepo-

liticalfieldin180231.Essentially,though,thistermhasbeeninitsexistenceforages.

MostknownphilosopherofthismatterisJohnLocke.Hisfirstargumentontheim-

portanceofthismatteristhat"giventhatalegitimatestatemustexerciseauthority,

itcanhavenoconcernforreligion"32.Inhiscomprehension,peopleare"meremortals"

who"cannotcomprehendGod".Hencehissupportforasocietywithdiversityinrelig-

ion.ThepointhereisthatsincepeopledonottrulyunderstandGod,nomatterwhat

religion,thesepeople,includinggovernments,havenorighttoforceanyonehowto

practicereligion.ClarkquotesLocke'scriticism33notingthathehaswell-thoughtrea-

soning,thatevenwhenreligionandpoliticsarenotseparated,"thestate,throughthe

legitimateuseofpunishment,canmerelycontrolourbehaviourratherthanourinner

thoughtsandbeliefs"34.Lockefurtherclaimsthatreligiousintegrationbystatesrelate

topoliticalinstability"throughthepromotionofvaluesthatunderminethestatessu-

premacy"35.Heemphasizesthesignificanceofpoliticalinstabilitytogetherwithother

conceptssuchasequalityandhumanrights36.

Accordingtotheseparationofchurchandstateinthepoliticalsense,statescan-

notpromoteorsupportanykindofreligion.Thisalsomeansthatwomenwhowork

forthecountrycannotshowsupportofanyreligion.Civilservantsaretherepresenta-

tivesofthegovernment,workingforthecountryanditscitizens.Therefore,ifthey

supportaspecificreligion,italsomeansthatthegovernmentisdoingsoaswell.It

islogicalandacceptableinasensetobanreligiousdress,consideringthatreligious
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31"…BelievingwithyouthatreligionisamatterwhichliessolelybetweenMan&hisGod,thatheowes

accounttononeotherforhisfaithorhisworship,thatthelegitimatepowersofgovernmentreachactions

only,&notopinions,IcontemplatewithsovereignreverencethatactofthewholeAmericanpeople

whichdeclaredthattheirlegislatureshould"makenolawrespectinganestablishmentofreligion,orpro-

hibitingthefreeexercisethereof,"thusbuildingawallofseparationbetweenChurch&State.Adhering

tothisexpressionofthesupremewillofthenationinbehalfoftherightsofconscience,Ishallseewith

sinceresatisfactiontheprogressofthosesentimentswhichtendtorestoretomanallhisnaturalrights,

convincedhehasnonaturalrightinoppositiontohissocialduties…"

JeffersonThomas,"Jefferson'sLettertotheDanburyBaptists"InformationBulletinJune1998,Library

ofCongress,Retrieved12/14/2013fromhttp://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/9806/danpre.html
32ClarkJames,"JohnLocke:SeparatingtheChurchandtheState."P.2Academia.edu,Retrieved12/14/

2013fromhttp://www.academia.edu/3303307/John_Locke_Separating_The_Church_and_The_State
33"Confiscateaman'sgoods,imprisonortorturehisbody:suchpunishmentswillbeinvain,ifyouthink

theywillmakehimchangehisinwardjudgmentofthings"citedinClarkJ.2
34ClarkJ.3
35ClarkJ.4
36ClarkJ.3



dressisthesymbolofthatreligion.Despitethislogic,theprohibitionofwomencov-

eringdailyisproblematicbecauseitcontradictstherightsthatthegovernmentguar-

anteestoitscitizens;basichumanrightssuchasfreedomofreligionandfreedomof

expression.Althoughitseemsliketoomuchofacontroversialprovisiontoimposeon

people,therearesomecountriesthatbantheIslamicveils.

CaseStudyofFrance

Franceisaprominentexampleofthelegalprohibitionofreligiousdressinpublic

spaces.Theconceptofseparationofchurchandstatecametotheattentionofthe

FrenchcitizensundertheFrenchRevolution.Theconcordat37lastedforacenturyand

inthe1905LawontheSeparationofChurchandState,separationofreligionand

politicsintheCatholicmajorityFrancewaspronounced38.Inaddition,"the1958con-

stitutionoftheFifthRepublic1958guaranteesfreedomofreligion"39.However,mass

immigrationfromNorthAfricanformerFrenchcoloniesbroughtsecularismintothe

spotlight.Secularismatthispointwasnotaseriousissuehowever,because"[t]hefirst

immigrantshadnodesiretofindinFrancethemullahstheyhadleftbehind.Manyof

theseoldermigrantsarenowshockedtoseetheirchildrenadoptconservativeIslamic

practices,andareattheforefrontofmovestobanheadscarvesfromschools"40.

Thecontroversyofreligiousdress,especiallywithafocusonIslamicveils,in

France,iswidelyknownasl'affaireduvoile(theveilaffair).Thisargumentstartedto

getattentionwhenthreeMuslimgirlswereexcludedfromschoolin1998.41Afterthe

lawwasputintoeffectremovingIslamicscarvesin2004,Muslimstudentswhowear

theIslamicveilshavebeensuspended.42However,since2004whentheremovalofthe

veilswasenforcedbylaw,Muslimstudentssimplystartedtakingtheveilsoffbefore
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37"Anagreementbetweenapopeandasovereignorgovernmentfortheregulationofecclesiasticalmat-

ters"definitionbyMarriam-Webster,Retrieved12/15/2013from

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/concordat

38AstierHenri.,"TheDeepRootsofFrenchSecularism."BBCNewsOnline(September1,2004)Retrieved

12/15/2013fromhttp://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/3325285.stm

39BerkleyCenterforreligion,Peace&WorldAffairs,"France"GeorgetownUniversity,Retrieved12/15/

2013fromhttp://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/resources/countries/france

40AstierH.(2004)

41Judge,Harry."TheMuslimHeadscarfandFrenchSchools."AmericanJournalofEducation,Vol.111,

No.1,(November2004)UniversityofOxford.ArticleDOI:10.1086/424718Retrieved10/28/2013from

JSTOR

42BBCNewsEurope."Frenchgirlsexpelledoverveils."BBCNewsEurope,October20,2004.Retrieved

10/29/2013fromhttp://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/3761490.stm



theyenteredtheschoolgrounds.Atthispoint,theproblemisatitsminimum,ifcon-

sideringschoolasaclosedinstitutionwherethegirlswillnotencounterstrangerseve-

ryday,buttheissuehasgainedmoreattentionwhenthefirstfinewasissuedin

201143.ThisfinewasissuedtoaMuslimwomanwhorefusedtotakeoffherveilata

shoppingcenter.Evenifitwaseasytotaketheveiloffatcertainplaceslikeschools,

itisnoteasytoremoveitateverypublicspace.Inaddition,whichplacesareconsid-

ered"publicspaces"andwhicharenotisnotanobviousdistinctionforcitizens,espe-

ciallytheMuslimwomenwhoneedtoveilinfrontofanynon-relativemales.A

shoppingcenterwouldbeanecessaryplacetogotoforeveryindividualregardlessof

theirreligion,andconsideringthefactthatshoppingisoneofthetimesthatMuslim

womenencounterstrangers,itwouldbeextremelyinconvenientforthemtonotbe

abletoveilatplacestheyfrequentsooften.Muslimwomenwillbediscouragedtogo

anywhere.

Thelawof2004isnottotalnonsense,consideringthepurposeoftheenforce-

ment;"anythingthatcompromisedtheneutralcharacteroftheFrenchstateinmatters

ofreligionmustbedetectedandcondemned,andoffendinganomaliesremoved"44.

HowevertheissueisthattheprohibitionoftheIslamicveilmaybeaviolationof

humanrights.NatashaWalterdiscusseshowitisthefreedomofindividualstochose

whethertoveilornot45.SheexplainshowthatintheWestwomenusedtobeforced

towearhatstocovertheirheadswheninpublicformodesty,andthatitisonlynatu-

ralthatwesternwomenfinditstrangethatwomenactuallywanttocoverthemselves

evenwhentheyhavetherighttouncover.Walteralsoexplainsthatevenunderthose

circumstances,Muslimwomenchoosetoveilandifso,itisachoicethattheymake

forthemselves.

Forthesupportersoftheban,publicspacessuchasschools"shouldbeaneman-

cipatingandunifyingrepublicaninstitution…"46.Kuru'sclaimhere,isthatschools

shouldbeaplacewherethestudentsforgettheircommunityoforigin,andlearn

equally;however,withthehijabs,studentsaswellasteachersaredistractedbytheir

religiousdifferencesleadingtodifficultiesinkeepingequality.Itisratherdifficultto

relatethisdiscussionwithseparationofchurchandstate,butthiswasapositiveargu-
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43BBCNewsEurope."FranceIssuesFirstFineforWomeninIslamicVeil."BBCNewsEurope,April12,

2011.Retrieved11/01/2013fromhttp://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-13050445
44JudgeH.(2004)
45Walter,Natasha."Comment&Analysis:Whentheveilmeansfreedom:Respectwomen'schoicesthat

arenotourown,eveniftheyincludewearingthehijab."TheGuardian(London).(January2004)

Retrieved09/23/2013fromLexisNexis
46KuruA.T.(2008)



mentfortheFrenchcitizensbecauseitwasratheraboutequalityforcitizensthan

powerofgovernment.

Ontheotherhand,theFrenchgovernmentisputtingmuchemphasisonstate

secularismbecausetheyareconcernedwiththecontinuing,yetgrowingnumberof

Muslimimmigrants47.Kuruarguesthattheheadscarfbanhasnothadapositiveeffect

becausefirstofall,"[t]hebanhasaffectedfewerthan1,500Muslimfemalestudents,

aninsignificantnumber"48.HealsoquestionstheFrenchgovernment'saimincontrol-

lingimmigrationthroughthisrestrictionsayingthatitisnota"reasonablefactor".In

fact,somedatashowthatMuslimsinFrancearenotaffectingtheethnicbalance49.

AccordingtoKuru,thereareonlyafewMuslimmembersinthesenateaswellasthe

assembly,indicatingthatthepoliticalpoweroftheMuslimsinFranceisnotintimi-

datingthatoftheFrenchpopulation.Kuru,havinganalyzedhowmuchtimeand

moneytheFrenchgovernmenthasspentinenactingthislaw,heconsidersthisissue

asan"economicallyandpoliticallyirrelevantissue".

CaseStudyofQuebec

Quebecisalsoleaningtowardsbanningreligiousdressinpublicspaces.The

Quebecoisnotionofseparationofchurchandstateisrootedmoreintheestablishment

ofQuebecoisidentityratherthanrevolution.Frenchsettlementtookplaceinthe17th

centuryinQuebec.ThefrancophonepopulationestablishedaRomanCatholic

culture50.Sincethen,theQuebecoishavebeenmakingmucheffortinkeepingtheir

identity,distinguishingthemselvesfromtheAnglicansandotherProtestantsbrought

intoCanadabyEnglishsettlement.Religious,cultural,andpoliticalclasheshavebeen

anhistoricissueinCanada.TheCanadianCharterofRightsandFreedomsguaran-

teesfreedomofreligionandprohibitsreligiouslybaseddiscrimination51.However,un-

likeFrance,theprovinceofQuebecfundsCatholiceducationinpublicschools.

Nevertheless,therearesomeuniqueargumentshere.FaranzaHassanandTark

Fatahclearlystatethattherealmeaningofthehijabsarelostinthemodernworld

andthatMuslimsarenotobligatedtowearthem;henceitisunreasonabletooppose

totheprohibitionofIslamicveils.TheyquestiontherelationsofthehijabandIslam,

takingintoconsiderationthehistoryinwhichthehijabcametobeworn52.Itshould
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47KuruA.T.(2008).
48KuruA.T.(2008)
49KuruA.T.(2008)
50BerkleyCenterforReligion,Peace&WorldAffairs,"Canada",GeorgetownUniversityRetrieved12/14/

2013fromhttp://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/resources/countries/canada
51BerkleyCenterforReligion,Peace&WorldAffairs
52HassanFaranzaandFatahTarek."Muslimsarenotrequiredtocoverup;thehijabhasnothingtodo

withmorality,sayFaranzaHassanandTarekFatah."TheGlobeandMail(Canada)(April2007)
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benotedthatthekhimar,aheadscarfthatpredatesthehijab,waswornbyArab

womenbeforeIslamasapartoftheirculture.Verse24:31didnotintroducethegar-

ment,butmodifieditsusewhenitsaidthatMuslimwomenshould"wearthehead-

coveringsovertheirbosoms;"previously,theywereleftbare,althoughdeckedwith

jewelryandornaments.Accordingly,theyconcludethat"Muslimwomenwhosovo-

ciferouslydefenditsreligioususeshouldconsideritshistorybeforedetermining

whethertheymustwearit."HassanandFatah'spointisthatsincewearingthehijab

isnotreligious,butaculturalhabit,itisnonsensetoopposetothehijabban.Infact

ifthehijabistakenasculturaldress,therewouldbenoviolationoffreedomofrelig-

ion,butonlytheviolationoffreedomofexpression.Thenagain,ifstatesbanthehijab

fortheargumentsHassanandFatahclaim,thepurposewouldbestatesecularism

ratherthanseparationofchurchandstate.

Anotherargumenthighlightsthattheforbiddanceofhijabisonlyapoliticalact.

Dr.RichezofConcodiaUniversityexplainsinaninterviewthatthePartiQuebecois

(PQ)wasjusttryingtogetvotesfrompopularsupportbyproposingaclausethat

wouldinterestthemajorityofthecitizens53.Ifthisclauseisactuallyjustapolitical

agenda,itistrulyerroneoustoenforceit.Thepoliticiansorpartiesarenotinterested

inmakingsuchalawbecausetheyareconcernedabouttheMuslimpopulationinvad-

ingQuebecoisculture;rather,theyaremoreinterestedinpanderingtowhattheciti-

zenswouldliketohear.Politiciansorpartieswouldmakemanifestosthatattractthe

citizensonlyforthepurposeofgainingpower.TheTorontoStarprovesinitsnewspa-

pereditorialthatbanninghijabisbeyondcontroversyduetopoliticalpropaganda.It

introducestherulingonhijabsthattheWorldTaeKwonDoFederation(WTF)im-

poses54.TheargumenthereisthattheWTFbansthehijabforsafetyconcerns;butin

practice,otherorganizationssuchastheInternationalTaeKwonDoFederation

(ITF)hasneverdonesoandinfact"hijab-wearingcompetitorsareallowedininterna-

tionalcontestsheldunderWTFaegis."Theclaimhereisthatinonegroup,hijabsare

prohibitedforsafetyreasons,butifitisnotinanother,thereasonofprohibitionbe-

comesdoubtful.TheWTFhasamotivetobanthehijabs,buttheyareconcealingit

withapredictablereason.Now,ifbanningthehijabis,asitishere,forindividual

benefit,itisproblematicbecausetheoriginalintentofthepolicywastoensurethe
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53Blatchford,Andy."Turbans,hijabs,kippahsfacerestrictionsinQuebec."TheCanadianPress.(August
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separationofchurchandstate.

Islamophobia

Inthepost9/11world,Islamophobiaisaprincipalaspectinanyissuesregarding

Islam.Islamophobiaisatermfirstusedin1991,anditwasdefinedtobe"unfounded

hostilitytowardsMuslims,andthereforefearordislikeofallormostMuslims"55.It

includesnegativestereotypesandbiases.Thesemostlyarebroughttopeoplebythe

media.SidesandGrossnotes"thatnewsstoriesaboutMuslimsofteninvolvedcrises,

warandconflict56"57.Themediawilloftenshowviolenceandjihad58movementsin-

cluding terms such as "fundamentalist","militant","terrorist","radical",or

"extremist"59.ThisallowsthepeopletoconnectviolencewithIslam,forcingthemto

believethatMuslimsare"threateningandviolent"andthatIslamiswhatbringscon-

flictsandbloodshed60.Thisnotionengrainedinpeople'smindsmakesusuncon-

sciouslymisunderstandthatthereligionisthecauseoftheconflictsandviolence.

Manyterroristactivitieshavefollowedthe9/11incident,makingpeoplesupportstate

secularismandhopeforpeacebypreferringlessMuslimsaroundthem.Thisisanex-

ampleofpeoplewhodonotwanttobeapartofglobalizedsociety.Peopleareturning

theirbacksontheideathatweallliveinthisworldtogether.RadicalIslamistsdo

exist,butforcingMuslimsnottoshowtheiridentityisnotthewayofcalmingdown

theangerordissatisfactionoftheterrorists.OneofthereasonswhyFrancehasmade

suchaneffortinpracticingthelawregardlessofthewasteoftimeandmoneymust

bemuchconcernedwithIslamophobia.Furthermore,theonlyreasonwhythepoliti-

calstrategyoftheQuebecoisisn'tquestionedisbecauseIslamophobiaexistsinpeople

unconsciously.TheexistenceofIslamophobiaincitizenswillencouragegovernments
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55CenterForRaceandGender."Defining"Islamophobia"."UniversityofCalifornia,Berkeley.Retrieved

11/01/2013fromhttp://crg.berkeley.edu/content/islamophobia/defining-islamophobia
56SheikhKashifZ,VincentPrice,andHaygOshagan."PressTreatmentofIslam:WhatKindofPicture

DotheMediaPaint?"InternatioanlCommunicationGazette56:139-154(1995)citedinSidesand

Kimberly
57SidesJohnandGrossKimberly,"StereotypesofMuslimsandSupportfortheWaronTerror"Journal
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DefinitionsfromMandavilleP.2007.249
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60SidesJ.andGrossK.



totakeaction,creatingpoliciesbasedonstereotypesorthatareinconsiderateofmi-

norities.Itistruethattherearenon-Muslimsthatrefusetobeservedbywomenwear-

inghijabs,andthisisbecomingmoreandmoreofaseriousissue61.Regardless,these

citizenshaveIslamophobicmindsandthesolutiontothiswouldnotbetouse

Islamophobiatooppresspeople,butforinstance,tospreadeducation,ortoputlimits

onimmigration.

ConcludingRemarks

TheprohibitionofhijabsispossiblyaviolationofthehumanrightsofMuslim

women.Thesewomenlivingunderdemocracyshouldbeabletoenjoytherightsthey

areguaranteedbythegovernment.Therearemultiplefactorsunderliningthebanof

thehijab:statesecularism,separationofchurchandstate,andsoforth;butclearly,

therearecorruptedmotivationsthatbenefitthelimitedpowerfulpopulation.Inany

case,Islamophobiathatisimplantedincitizensbymediaplaysagreatrole.Thefear

forthepowerofinfluencefromtheincreasingnumberofMuslimswithinanation

misleadspeopletoreacttovisualreligioussymbols.TheissuesbetweenMuslimciti-

zensandnon-Muslimcitizensmisleadthegovernmenttopresumethatreligiousneu-

tralityneedstobeachievedthroughoppression.Inaddition,ifpoliticalparties

misunderstandtheoriginalintentoftheenforcementandusetheclauseasameansfor

individualbenefits,itismorallyandpoliticallyincorrect.Alloftheseissuesstem

largelyfromIslamophobia.Exclusionofthehijabisnotonlyanostensibleformof

separationofreligionandstate,butalsoanissueofnon-compliancetotherightsthe

nationguaranteesitscitizens.

IndiscussingthecontroversyoftheIslamicveil,aroseaquestionofequalityin

thetreatmentofreligions.TheacceptanceoftheIslamicveilhasbeenmuchdiscussed

invariousfieldssuchaspolitics,humanrights,globalization,andsoforth.However,

inmostcasesthefocusismainlyonIslamicdress,inotherwordsIslam.Mediacover-

ageofincidentscausebyradicalIslamistsisseenthroughouttheworldeveryday,

showingimagesofarmedmenandveiledwomen.Nevertheless,thereareotherrelig-

iousdressesaswell,forexamplethekippaoftheJewishreligiousgarment,andthe

crossofCatholicism.Now,theFrenchpolicyonreligioussymbolsdoesincludethese

itemsaswell,butthequestioniswhethertheyconsideralsotheveilsthattheserelig-

ionsalsoencouragebelieverstowear.Infact,insomeJewishtraditions,aveilisan

obligationforwomen,andmorewidelyknownaretheveilsofChristianwomen.
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61Seguin,Rheal."Quebecbodyrulesagainstrighttowearniqab;Religiousbeliefscannottrumpgender
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AlbeitthatIslamisnottheonlyreligionthatrecommendsitsbelieverstocover,non-

Muslimstendtothinksowhenthehijabisdiscussed.Thisseriousissuegoesbeyond

anti-Islamicmovements,resultingindiscriminationagainstIslam.Inthepost-9/11

globalizedworld,peoplepaymuchmoreattentiontoIslam,butwithstereotypescre-

atingsuchconceptsasIslamophobia.Nationsworryabouttheirsocietyandculture

becomingmoreIslamized.HencevisualsymbolsofIslamattractmoreattentionthan

anyotherreligions.Itisonlytooobviousthattheissueofdiscriminationagainstrelig-

ionisalsobroughttotheglobalizedworldbynegativestereotypesandbiasedeyesof

people.Thenextchallengeiswhetheritispossibletobecomeindiscriminateagainst

religion.
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AretheGhostsRealinHenryJames'TheTurnoftheScrew?

EleanorTsan

Eversinceitspublication,TheTurnoftheScrewhasgeneratedalotofinterest

andspeculationamongcriticsandgeneralreadersalikeovertheuncertaintyregarding

theexistenceoftheghosts,thecontroversyoverwhichhascometoaffecthowthe

governessistobeperceivedbytheaudience.Somebelievetheghostsarerealandthe

governessistheheroinewhosetsouttoprotecttheinnocentchildrenfromtheforce

ofevil,whileothersregardherasbeing"neurotic"andtheghostsaremerely"thecrea-

turesofherownfancy"(Goddard164).EdmundWilson,authorof"TheAmbiguity

ofHenryJames,"arguesthatthegovernessis"aneuroticcaseofsexrepression"and

thustheghostsarenothingbutherhallucination(164).IagreewithWilsonthatthe

ghostsarenotreal.However,theillusions,Ibelieve,aretherevelationsofthegovern-

ess'hiddencharactertraitswhichshemayneverhaveknownexisted.Theillusionsre-

sultnotfromsexualrepressiononthegoverness'partasWilsonsuggests,butfromher

self-doubtandsenseofinsecurity.

Victorianstookforgrantedthehierarchywithinfamilieswheremenwereex-

pectedtobetheheadandwomenweresupposedtobesubordinatetotheirhusbands.

Theword"home"hadalmostholyconnotationsduringtheVictorianera.Most

Victoriansperceivedtheirhometobe"thesourceofvirtuesandemotions;"asharp

contrasttothehighlycompetitiveworkplacechargedwithconflictandfriction."It

wasaplaceofPeace;"writesJohnRuskininSeasameandLilies,"theshelter,notonly

frominjuries,butfromallterror,doubtanddivision"(qtdinHoughton343).While

mentoiledintheworkplaceasbreadwinners,womenwereexpectedtobe"angelsin

thehouse,"obligedtoservetheirhusbands,lookafterchildrenandcreatethat"peace-

fulshelter"from"terror,doubtanddivision."Theywerethe"weakersex,"regardedas

physically and intellectually inferiorto men exceptfortheir"femininity":

"Conventions,"writesRichardAltick,"dictatedarigorouslystereotypedpersonality.

Ladiesweretocultivate'fragility,'leaningalwaysonthearm ofgentlemenwho

walkedwiththeminacountrylaneorescortedthemtodinner"(53).Hence,upper-

classVictorianwomenledfairlyrestrictedlivesduetothereigningassumptionsthat

theywerenomatchformenwhenitcomestobusinessmanagementorprofessions

thatrequirepracticalskills:"thefemalebrainwasnotequaltothedemandsofcom-

merceortheprofessions....Theireducationwaslimitedtothepoliteaccomplish-

mentswhichwastohelpthem firstwinhusbands"inadditionto"infusingtheir
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householdswithanairofthesoftergracessoastomaintaintheirseparationfromthe

grittyworldofaffairs"(Altick54).Withwomenofgoodfamiliesbutreducedcircum-

stances,theonlyoccupationopentothemwasteaching,asschoolmistressesorpossi-

blyagovernessinaprivatefamily.Nonetheless,evenifthegovernessesrankedwith

thesuperiorservantsinmosthomes,theystillhadthedangerofsettlingfor

"governessingslavery,"asCharlotteBronteputit,iftheyweresingleanddisappointed

intheirhopesofmarriage(Altick56).

Thegoverness'sroleinHenryJames'storyisunconventionalinthesensethatshe

comestobeinchargeofanaristocratichouseinspiteofherhumbleorigins.

Nonetheless,despitesuchelevationtothepositionof"supremeauthority,"theyoung

ladystillfailsastheleaderbecause,apparently,sheisnotreadytoassumesuchre-

sponsibility.Foronething,shefailstodemonstrateherindependence.Inthebegin-

ningofthestory,Douglashaspointedoutthatthegoverness,"younganduntried,"is

infatuatedwithheremployeranditisherinfatuationwiththegentlemanthatmoves

hertotakethejob,regardlessofhiswarningthatitisanoccupationof"seriousduties

andlittlecompany,ofreallygreatloneliness":"shehesitated,tookacoupleofdaysto

consultandconsider...andonasecondinterviewshefacedthemusic,sheengaged.

...Themoralofwhichwasofcoursetheseductionexercisedbythesplendidyoung

man"(5).Thatthegovernessismovedbyherinfatuationtotakethejobsuggeststhat

sheisnodifferentfromotherVictorianwomenwhoexpectedto"leanonthearmof

agentleman."Shelacksthecharismaandself-assurancethatareoftenexpectedfrom

authorityfigures.

Inadditiontoherfailuretoassertherauthority,thegovernessisemotional

ratherthanrational.SheacknowledgesherowninfatuationforthemastertoMrs.

Grose:"I'm easilycarriedaway.IwascarriedawayinLondon"(8).Such

acknowledgementsubtlygivesawaynotonlyhertruemotiveforacceptingthejob,

whichisherinfatuationwiththemaster,butalsoherownsenseofinsecurity.The

governessiswhatHellercalls"thenoviceauthority."Theyoungestchildinherown

family,shehasbeen"nearthebottomofthestructureofauthority"(55).Givenher

upbringing,itmayhavebeenlikelythatshewasbroughtuptoalwaysrespectand

obeyauthoritywithouteverquestioningorchallengingit.However,withinamatter

ofdays,shefindsherselfbecomingtheauthority"strangelyatthehelm"(9).There-

versalofthegoverness'domesticroleissodramaticthatittakesherbysurprise.Even

ifsheclaimstobeexcitedabouthercurrentposition,herexcitementdiesandissoon

replacedbyself-doubt:"asIwalkedaroundthem,gazedupatthem,tookthemin,of

mynewcircumstances.Theyhad,asitwere,anextentandamassforwhichIhadnot

beenpreparedandinthepresenceofwhichIfoundmyself,freshly,alittlescarednot

lessthanalittleproud"(9).Theemotionalshiftonthegoverness'partisrevealedin
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thewaysheviewsthehouse.UponarrivingatBly,sheisastonishedatitsgrandeur,

describingthesceneas"havingagreatnessthatmadeadifferentaffairfromherown

scanthome"(7).Yetinjustafewdays,thesplendidhouse,"thecastleofromancein-

habitedbyarosysprite,"hasturnedintoa"biguglyantiquehouse"thatlooks"half-

displacedandhalf-utilised"(9).AccordingtoHeller,thegoverness'senseofinsecurity

isunderstandable:"shevacillatesbetweenattractiontothepowerandfreedomthisjob

promisesandfearattheresponsibilityitplacesuponher"(55),whichiswhyshecon-

stantlywantstowinhermaster'sapproval:"itwouldbecharming...tomeetsome

one.Someonewouldappearthereattheturnofapathandwouldstandbeforeme

andsmileandapprove"(15).Theladylongstoturntohermasterforemotionalsup-

port,believingthatjustthesightofhimisenoughofarewardforher:"Ididn'task

morethanthat-Ionlyaskedthatheshouldknow;andtheonlywaytobesureheknew

wouldbetoseeit,andthelightofit,inhishandsomeface"(15).Ironically,thegov-

ernessisnotrewardedwiththemaster'shandsomefacebutthegrotesquefacesof

PeterQuintandMissJessel.

AfterPeterQuint'sfirstappearance,thegovernessreferstotheillusionas"some-

oneofwhomsheisinignorance"(16).Interestingly,whenthegovernessfirstarrives

atBly,sheexpressesherexcitementatfinallyhavingtheopportunitytolookatherself

fromheadtotoeinamirrorinherownroomandherimage"struckherlikethewon-

derfulappealofhersmallcharge"(7).Thegoverness'excitementatfinallyseeingher-

selffulllengthinthemirrorsuggestsherlackofself-knowledge.Therefore,Peter

Quint,theone"ofwhomsheisinignorance,"isactuallyherrepressedgrotesqueself

whichsheneverknewexisted.Inotherwords,sheis"inignoranceofherself."Sucha

grotesqueself,asHellerargues,istheresultof"self-deception."AsIpointedoutpre-

viously,thegovernessisinwardlyinsecureabouthercurrentpositionandlacksthe

self-assurancetomakewisedecisionsonherown.Hence,evenifsheknowsitisthe

rightthingtoinformhermasteraboutMiles'sexpulsionfromschool,shewouldtalk

herselfintobelievingthatitisunnecessary."Thereisanelementofself-deception,"

writesHeller,"ofwhichthegovernesshassincebecomeaware"(58):"itwasatrap-not

designedbutdeep-tomyimagination,tomydelicacy,perhapstomyvanity;towhat-

everinmewasmostexcitable.ThebestwaytopictureitallistosaythatIwasoffmy

guard"(14).Thewoman,outofherloveforthemaster,refrainsfromdoingtheright

thing,"deceivingherselfabouttheconsequenceofherdecisiontodonothingabout

thematter"(Heller59)."Thatshefalls,"writesthecritic,"intotheerrorofthinking

thatsheisdoingagoodjobanddeservepraisedespiteherfailuretodealsatisfactorily

withMiles'sschoolproblemshowshercapabilityofbeingdeceivedandofparticipat-

ingwillinglyinherowndeception"(59).Thegoverness'capabilityof"participating

willinglyinherowndeception"contributestotheappearanceofMissJessel,whom

EleanorTsan
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shedescribesasafigureof"unmistakablehorrorandevil"(30).WhendescribingMiss

Jesselasbeingevil,thegovernessisinfactdescribingherself.Sheisa"horror"andan

"evilcharacter"inthesensethatsheconstantlyfeelstheneedtoprotectMilesand

Flora,butthatistheerrorofjudgmentonherpart.Shefailstorealizethatsheisthe

threatherself.Asfarasthechildrenareconcerned,therearenoghostsandthegov-

erness'strangebehavioriswhatscaresthem.Thegoverness,regardlessofthekids'fear

ofher,isonlyconcernedwithprotectingthekids―protectingthem,paradoxicallyand

unwittingly,fromherself.Itispatheticthather"well-intended"protectionleadsto

Miles'death.Theboydiesnotfromnaturalcausebutpossiblyfromhisfearofthein-

sanewomanwhomheshouldhavekeptaway.

Thegovernessisthevictimof"governessingslavery"inCharlotteBronte'sterm.

Althoughshedoesnotdirectlyexpressit,itislikelythatsheisdevastatedinhermas-

ter'sabsenceandhiscommandthatsheshallneverbotherhim,leavingherasingle

womandisappointedinherhopeofmarriage.Theabsenceofthemasterandhiscom-

mandintensifythegoverness'self-doubtandanxietyaboutmanagingthehousehold

onherown.Theanxietygeneratesfeartothepointthatthegovernesscannolonger

distinguishbetweenillusionsandreality:"themoreIgooveritthemoreIseeinit,

andthemoreIseeinitthemoreIfear.Idon'tknowwhatIdon'tsee,whatIdon't

fear!""Fear,"writesGoddard,"islikefaith:itultimatelycreateswhatatfirstitonly

imagined"(166).Thegovernesssuspectsinthebeginningofthestorythatthereis

somethingstrangeandunnaturalabouttheactionsandwordsofthechildren.

Eventually,theyhaveindeedturnedouttobestrangeandunnaturalasshehasas-

sumedthemtobe.Atthesametime,thechildrenarealsoawareofthegoverness'

awkwardandunnaturalattitudetowardsthem."Theycannotputitintowords,"writes

Goddard,"buttheysenseitandgrowafraid,andsheacceptstheabnormalcondition

intowhichtheirfearofherhasthrownthemasproofoftheirintercoursewiththetwo

specters"(166).Inadditiontoherunrealisticillusionsofthetwosectors,thegoverness

alsolivesundertheillusionthatsheshouldbecomethat"angelinthehouse,"shielding

thechildrenfrom"terror,doubtanddivision."Ironically,farfrombeing"theangel"

whoprotects,sheendsupdestroyingtheentirefamily,withMilesdeadandFlora

leaving.
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Sisterhood:ALaborofLove,Dedication,andSacrifice

StephanieJ.Stamps

Theideaofsisterhoodisnotanewconcept,forwomenofcolorhavebeenatthe

forefrontofthissororityforyears,duetodiscrimination,poverty,andisolationbyso-

ciety.ChristinaG.Rossettialignsherselfwithsisterhood,bystating,"Forthereisno

friendlikeasister,incalmorstormyweather,tocheeroneonthetediousway,to

fetchoneifonegoesastray,toliftoneifonetottersdown,andtostrengthenwhilst

onestands."

Consequently,CeceWinans,apopulargospelsinger,headsupanorganization

whichpromotessisterhoodandfriendshipsamongAfricanAmericanwomen,duly

namedAlwaysSisters.WinansquotesEcclesiastes4:9-10fromtheBible,whichmir-

rorsRossetti'squote,"Twoarebetterthanone,becausetheyhaveagoodrewardfor

theirlabor.Iftheyfall,onewillliftuphiscompanion,butwoetohimwhoisalone

whenhefalls;forhehasnoonetohelphimup".Likewise,itistheliftingupofone

anotherinsisterhood,whichmakesallthedifferenceinmanyAfricanAmerican

women'slives.Thus,thepurposeofsisterhoodistorestore,revive,andrenewthe

heartsofwomenofcolor,whootherwisewouldbecastasideifnotforthesafehaven

ofsisterhood.

Tostart,Bryant-Davisargues,"SisterfriendscanbecrucialinassistingAfrican

Americanwomenandwomenofethnicallydiversebackgroundstoface,address,and

overcome,majortransitionsincludingstressandtraumaticstress"(Bryant-Davis).

Hence,onecanseewhysisterhoodisnotjustameregossipclub,butitisaviablenet-

workthatallowswomenofcoloranoutletfortheproblemstheyface.Albeit,anout-

letwhichisparamountintheoutcomeofmanyAfricanAmericanwomen'slives.

Thus,fromthefeministpointofview,itcanbeseenhowthewomeninAlice

Walker'sColorPurple,andGloriaNaylor'snovel,MamaDay,runupagainstsexism,

andhowtheirstrugglesbindthemtogether.Incomparisontothisidea,Moorecon-

cursthatsisterhoodistheawarenessofbeingsimilartootherblackwomeninterms

offeelings,ideas,interests,ideology,andpolitics"(Moore38).Nonetheless,theseties

arewhatdulyfortifythewomeninthetwonovelstostandtogetherandgiveonean-

otheremotionalsupport.Thissupportrenewstheirheartstotrust,advocates

surrogacytoprotecttheirchildren,andgivesthemcouragetofreetheiridentitiesin

amandrivensociety.

Historically,AfricanAmericanwomenhavebeensubjectedtoabuse,andma-

nipulationoftheirminds,bodies,andsouls,bywhitemen.Thishasbeenaharrowing
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experienceforgenerationsofAfricanAmericanwomen.Moreover,Pearsonargues

alongtheselinesthat,"forwomenofcolor,theeffectoftheirstatusesofrace,class,

andgendersimultaneouslyoppressthegroup"(Pearson88).Therefore,tosurvivethis

oppressionbymenvoidofconvictionsandconsciousness,itisnosurprisethatasister-

hood.

Tobegin,inAliceWalker'sTheColorPurple,thecharacterCelieisanexample

ofanAfricanAmericanwomancaughtupinacycleofabuse.Despitethis,sheisstill

calledupondirectly,orindirectlytoanswerthecallofsisterhoodtothewomeninher

family,andcommunity.Forexample,Celieoverhearshermothersay,"Naw,Iain't

gonna.Can'tyouseeI'malreadyhalfdead,andallofthesechildren"(Walker1).This

ishermother'sresponsetoherstepfather,stillattemptingtohavesexwithher,even

thoughsheisveryill.Evenstill,itisCeliewhoendureshisunwarrantedsexualad-

vances,asayoungteenager.However,SinghandGuptaargueitisherbondwithShug

whichliberateshertoloveandappreciatedherbody,"asCeliehasbeentheobjectof

repeatedrapesandbeatings,shehasnodesireofherbodyandisimpossibleforherto

experiencesexualpleasure,althoughshehashadtwochildren"(Singh,Gupta2).

However,itwillbeyearsafterheradolescencebeforeCeliewillexperiencethis

liberations,asshecontinuestoembracesisterhood,whilestillenduringsexualmiscon-

ductbymen,whoshouldhavebeenprotectingher.Onceagain,itisCeliewhomust

standinthegapforNettie;albeit,toprotectherfromtheabusethatsheexperiences.

ToillustrateCeliesays,"sometimehestillbelookingatNettie,butIalwaysgitinhis

light"(Walker5).Bymereobservation,onemaynotbeabletofathomhowaperson

likeCelieisabletogetinthelightofevil,toprotectsomeone,whensheherselfissuf-

fering.Itisthissuffering,thatisuniquetoblackwomenthatPearsoncontends,"it

wouldappearthatwomenofColorshouldbesomewhatunifiedandpossesssomede-

greeofsolidaritybasedontheirsimilarpositionsandexperiencesinsocietyasaself-

consciouscollectionofpeopleunited,orcloselyrelated,bythisexperience"(Pearson).

ItismostevidentthatCelie'ssolidaritywithhermotherandsister,givesherthecour-

agetodowhatshedoes.Yet,itisCelie'sfriendshipwithboisterousSophiathatgives

heranothertasteofsisterhood,outsideofherbiologicalsisterNettie,aswellasmore

lessonsinfeminism,whenSophiasays,"IlovesHarpo,GodknowsIdo.ButI'llkill

himdeadfo'Ilethimbeatme"(Walker).Truly,Sophia'sstandingupforherselfis

likecoldwaterinCelie'sface,andthisoutspokennesswashesoverCelie,andbegins

toawakenhertoanewwayofthinking.AccordingtoFiske,"theirexchangevalidates

thepoignancyofeachwoman'sprivateexperienceand,throughthatvalidation,binds

theminahealingbondoffriendshipasCelietentativelyemergesfromherhabitual

numbness"(Fiske).

StephanieJ.Stamps
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InthesamefashionthatCelieandSophia,andtheotherwomeninTheColor

Purpleforgeasisterhoodthroughtheirsuffering;alsoinNaylor'sMamaDay,the

womenalsoarebondedtogetherbyasufferingatthehandofgrief.Miranda,respect-

fullycalledMamaDayalongwiththewomenofherfamily"suffersthroughthemem-

oryofwhattookplaceatMamaDay'schildhoodhomestead"(Eckard).Also,

accordingtoEckard,thehomestead,"OriginallybuiltbyBascombeWade,thehouse

andthesurroundinggardenofMamaDayandhersister'schildhoodevolveasaplace

oflegend,magic,andtragedyconcerningSapphiraWade.Forrecentfamilydescen-

dants,thehouseisasourceofpalpableanguishandpain-thedrowningofMiranda's

sister,Peace,andthesuicideofhermother.AlthoughMirandarecognizesthatthe

houseisnothingmorethan"woodandplasterandbrick"andthatpeoplebringthe

sorrow(262),itstillretainsthememoryofthosewhoresidedtherein,anditassumes

thesorrowsandtragediesoftheirlives".Evenstill,itisMamaDaywhogarrisonsup

herpowerstoprotectherfamily'sveryfragileemotionalcondition.Hence,onceagain

itistheforeknowledgeofsisterhoodthatenablesMamaDaytounderstandthatina

family,theremustbeastrongwomanatthecenter,toprotectthewhole.Moreover,

itisMamaDay'slegendarymother,whowasarebelliousslave,butwascunning

enoughtohaveherslaveowner,andlovertogiveheradeedtohisland.Thisisanem-

poweringmomentforthewomenintheDayfamily,aswellasfortheotherwomen

intheircommunity.Albeit,theymustacceptthetruthofhowtheygottoownthe

land,andnotallowthelegendoftheirmatriarchtodie.Hence,bywayoforaltradi-

tionfeminismistouteddownthroughgenerations,ofwhatSapphiraWadeaccom-

plishedforherfamily.

Seemingly,itistheircircumstanceswhichnecessitatessisterhoodtoactasashel-

terfortruthinrelationships,inasocietyweremenhavetakenituponthemselvesto

mishandle,andmalignAfricanAmericanwomen;thereby,destroyingtheirabilityto

trustinmanhoodforfearofitsdarkside,whichisconstantlydoggingattheirtracks,

likeahoundchasingthescentofarabbit.Inalikemanner,CelieinColorPurpleis

notfortunatetoestablishabondoftrustwiththemostimportantmaninagirl'slife,

namelyherfather.Sheissubjectedtohislust,andhisselfishness,asherapesherand

thengivesawayherchildren,tohidehissin.Celiesumsituplikethis,"Heneverhad

akinewordtosaytome.JustsayYougonnadowhatyourmammywouldn't.First

heputhisthingupagainstmyhipandsortofwiggleitaround.Thenhegrabholdmy

titties…"(Walker1).Thus,thisoneactofherfatherwashesawaythefoundationof

trustformeninCelie'slife.However,outofthepainahouseofsisterhoodemerges,

inwhichCelieisabletofindlodging,andshelterfromthestormsoflifethatseemto

ravishher.Therefore,itisnotsurprisingthatfeminismandsisterhoodarefirstcous-

insinthebigpictureofliberationofAfricanAmericanwomen.Accordingto

Sisterhood:ALaborofLove,Dedication,andSacrifice
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Proudfit,"itisthe"femalebonding,"whichoccursoveraperiodoftime,enablesCelie-

adrepressedsurvivor-victimofparentloss,emotionalandphysicalneglect,rape,in-

cest,trauma,andspousalabusetoresumeherarresteddevelopmentandcontinue

developmentalprocessesthatwerethwartedininfancyandearlyadolescence".Inall

likelihood,haditnotbeenforthegraceofsisterhood,Celiewouldhavefoundherself

driftinginlife,likeashipwithoutasail.

Incomparingtheissueoftrust,inMamaDay,itisalongthelinesoftrusting

menwiththeorganicnatureofWillowSprings.Certainly,theopportunitiesforeco-

nomicdevelopmentpresentsitselfintheuntappedresourcesoftheland,butitisnot

upforsale,andMamaDaywantsnopartsofoutsiderschangingtheirwayoflife.For

example,MamaDaysays,"…thewaywesawit,Americanain'tenteredintotheques-

tionatallwhenitcometoourland;SapphirawasAfrican-born,BascombeWadewas

fromNorway,anditwasthe18and23'ingthatwentdownbetweenthemtwoput

deedsinourhands(Naylor5).Similarly,"liketherootsdiscourse,thenarrativepre-

occupationwithdating,marriage,andchildbirthcarrieswithitconnotationsofthe

existenceofanorganic,natural,andhomogenouscommunity"(Lamothe),soitiswith

WillowSpringsthatMamaDayisuntrustingofanyoneoutsideWillowSpringsto

alteritslandscape,andnotjustthephysical,butthespiritualaestheticsoftheirbeliefs,

andnotevenCocoa'shusbandGeorgeisabletoescapeMama'sDayfilteringofout-

siders,whoseonlyinterestsareinchanging,anduprootingthefoundationoftheir

lives;thereby,infringingonthesoundnessoftheirsisterhood,ofwhichtheydonot

understand,andcannotinfiltrate.Hence,accordingtoDonlon,"George'sroleinthe

spiritualperformanceisthekeytoestablishingthisdiscourseofdistrustasbothintra-

racialandinter-racial.George,withhisengineeringdegreeandhisgold-leafedcopy

ofKingLear,prizeshisWesternindividualism,yethefailstoprove"beyondashadow

ofadoubtthatyougotnothingfrombelievingincrossedfingers,brokenmirrors,

spilledsalt"(Naylor33).HetherebyservesasameanstoguidingskepticalWhite

Westernaudiencestoconfirmhisstoriesfromthegrave".Inotherwords,Georgeis

ontheoutsidelookingin,andhisWesternideologycreatesagulfbetweentheideolo-

giesofMamaDay,andthecommunityofWillowSprings.

Furthermore,ontheissueoftrustforthewomeninColorPurple,andMama

Day,itiswithinthecircleofsisterhood,wheretrustistangible.Inasmuchasthese

womenarefacing:abuse,rape,grief,andabandonment,aswellasisolation,itisa

greatconsolationinknowingthatsomeoneisabletotakecareoftheirchildrenin

theirabsence.Albeit,surrogacyisanageoldpracticeamongAfricanAmerican

women,inwhichitiscommonforchildrentoberaisedbygrandmothers,aunts,or

godparents.Forexample,Celie'schildrenweretakenfromherbyherfather,butfate

hasahandinNettiebeingabletowatchthemgrowup,inCelie'sabsence.Also,

StephanieJ.Stamps

―27―



Sophiawhoseknownforherreflexreactionstounwarrantedconfrontations,proves

thelatteragain,whensheknocksoutthemayor,andthenishauledofftojail.

However,inthemidstofherfighting,shegivesinstructionsregardingherchildren,

"Takemychildrenhome"(Walker86),isnotaplea,butacommandtotakecareof

herchildreninherabsence.Undoubtedly,inthebackofAfricanAmericanwomen's

mindsisthedishearteningthoughtthatsomeoneelsemayhavetoraisetheirchildren,

duetointernalorexternalconflicts.Likewise,Davisstates,"Rarelyideal,themother

inAfricanAmericanliteraturemayinfactbeabiologicalmotherorgrandmother.

Justasoften,however,sheisasister,anauntie,anadoptivemotherorateacherwho

providesthematernalheartofthestory.Shemayberaisingherchildren,mourning

theirlossortrying,aftermanyyears,tofindthem".

IncomparisontothesurrogatemothersinMamaDay,Cocoaisraisedbyher

GrandmotherAbigailandherauntMamaDayinaloving,andcaringway,assurro-

gatesintheabsenceofhermother,Grace.Mostimportantly,itisCocoawhoexplains

theco-parentingofherGrandmother,andheraunt,whenshesays,"UnlikeGrandma,

she'dtakeapeachswitchtome.MamaDayjustdidn'tbelieveincuddling.Butif

Grandmahadraisedmealone,Iwouldhavebeenruinedforanyfitcompany.Iguess,

inafunnywaytogethertheyweretheperfectmother.(Naylor58).Yet,itiswhen

Cocoaisstruckbyanillness,directlyrelatedtoblackmagic,thatMamaDayattests

toherplaceasamotherinCocoa'slifetoCocoa'shusbandGeorge."BabyGirlisthe

closestthingIhavetocallingachildmyown.Thereain'tamamawhocouldafelt

morepainorprideforherwhenshewascomingup-doyouunderstand?"(Naylor

294).Inthisinstance,MamaDayallowsonetoseethatitisthepremiseofsisterhood,

whichallowsawomantoaccept,doteon,andloveachildthatshedidnotphysically

bear,aswell,asfeelthepainthatanyrealmotherfeels,whenherchildisnotfaring

well.Itisalsoaclearpictureoffeminism,inthatblackwomenarecapable,andwill-

ingtooftenraisechildrenthatarenottheirown.

Needlesstosay,withallthetrauma,anddisenfranchisementoftheirsouls,itis

nowonderthatmanywomen,handinhandwithsisterhoodareabletorecovertheir

identitiesinaworldruledbymen.Forexample,inTheColorPurple,Celieisstripped

bymenofheridentitytoseethemasasourceofstrength,someonetoprotecther,and

shesays,"Idon'tevenlookatmens.That'sthetruth.Ilookatwomen,tho,causeI'm

notscaredofthem"(Walker5).However,withalittlecoaxing,ShughelpsCelietosee

herself,asavaluable,andimportant.ByobservationofSingh,Sonal,andSushma

Gupta,"ShugalsoencouragesCelietotouchherselfandtolearnthatherbodyisfor

herself,notformen.Bydiscoveringandthenacceptingherownbody,Celieisableto

initiatedesireofselfhoodandopensthedoorforherbreakingawayfrommaledomi-

nation".Furthermore,asCeliecharacterprogressesinthenovel,sodoesheridentity

Sisterhood:ALaborofLove,Dedication,andSacrifice
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asanindependentwoman.

Likewise,inMamaDay,Cocoaisadamantaboutkeepingheridentityintact,

andisunwillingtogiveallofherselftoherhusband,George.Toillustrate,oneday

GeorgeisunsatisfiedwithamealofleftoversthatCocoaisservinghim,andchastises.

Cocoaaskshimduringtheargument,"Well,whatspoiledyourday?",andGeorgere-

sponseis,"Cominginhereandlookingatthisgoulash,andCocoasimplyresponds,

"Niggerplease"(Naylor144-145).ThisisonceagainCocoa'sresponsetomaledomi-

nationbyGeorge,andarefusalofastereotypicalrolethatherhusbandwantsherto

assumeintheirrelationship.Hence,byLamonthe'sresearch,"Herreluctancetobe

tradition-bound,areimplicitlypatriarchal,andthereforeproblematic"(Lamothe156).

Inessence,Cocoa'sideaofsisterhoodisevolving,andisstaringatfeminisminthe

mirror,andshelikeswhatshesees,andisunwillingtolettraditionsstripherofher

independence,andchainhertoastove,barefootandpregnant.

Insummary,thewomeninTheColorPurple,andinMamaDay,portraythesis-

terhoodthatAfricanAmericanwomenoftodayshouldreflectintheirrelationships

tooneanother.Likewise,theyshouldprovideemotionalsupporttooneanother,in-

steadoftearingoneanotherdown.AccordingtoMoore,"thebondsamongcontempo-

raryblackwomenisweakening,inpart,duetoclassdifferencesthatmakeit

increasinglydifficultformiddle-class,working-class,andpoorblackwomentorelate

toeachother'slifeexperiences".However,AfricanAmericanwomenmustfindaway

tobridgethisgapamongstoneanother,untiltheirheartsbeatasone.

Henceforth,thepulseofthecommunitymustbecheckedperiodicallyand

AfricanAmericanwomen,mustthrowdowntheirrocks,anduniteundertheawning

ofsisterhood,toshelterthemfromtherain.However,inordertodoso,womenof

colormustrememberthattheysharethesameenemiesofrape,abuse,andilltreat-

ment,andthereforemustnotallowtheirsisterhoodtobemovedbydistrust,andbe-

trayalwithintheirranks.

Forultimately,theirabilitytogetpasttheirdifferencesboilsdowntotheirchil-

dren,andthegenerationswhowillcomeafterthemrestingontheshouldersofsister-

hoodtoensuretheirsafepassageintosuccessfulindividuals,whounderstandthat

theirjobsaretoalsomakesurethetraditionofsurrogacyamongAfricanAmericans

isnotachoice,butsitsatthetopoftheirtodolists.Evenstill,thatageoldproverb

stillreverberatestoday,"Ittakesavillagetoraiseachild",andtheAfricanAmerican

womenmustunitetoraisetheirchildren,andsomeoneelse'schildifneedbe,inthe

spiritofsisterhood;however,thislatterresponsibilityneedstobecarriedoutby

AfricanAmericanwomen,whoknowwhotheyareandwheretheyaregoing.

Moreover,womenwhoknowthatidentityisnottiedtoordefinedbymen,whowant

themtobelievethattheirplaceisnotwithinequality,butwithintheideologiesofa
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man'sworld.
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CommunicativeLanguageTeachinginJapan:
TheFailureofEnglishEducationinJapan
andSomeIdeasforItsBetterFuture

EriSuzuki

Abstract

Thereisalwaysanotionthat"JapanesepeoplearenotgoodatEnglishandthey

cannotcommunicateinEnglish".Overtwodecades,theMinistryofEducation,

Culture,Sports,Science and Technology (MEXT) hastried to introduce

CommunicativeLanguageTeaching(CLT)inJapansothatstudentscanacquirecom-

municatecompetenceofEnglish.However,theirattemptsseemtohavefailedsofar,

andCLTisnotwellrootedinJapan.Althoughthereisaworldwidenotionthat"CLT

isthebestteachingmethodever",someproblemshavebeenpointedout.Inthispaper,

problemsofCLTandchallengesinintroducingCLTinJapanwillbeanalyzed.

Followingthis,solutionsfortheseproblemswillbepresented.Inthisglobalisedsoci-

ety,itistimeforJapanesepeopletounderstandtherealproblemsofCLTandmake

actionssothatstudentscanfostercommunicativecompetenceofEnglish.

Introduction

"Tokyo!"On7th September,theInternationalOlympicCommittee(IOC)an-

nouncedthecapitalofJapanasthehostcityoftheOlympicGamesin2020.Sincethis

announcement,manypeoplehaveinsistedthatJapanesepeoplemustimprovetheir

Englishability.When437people,whohadbeenaskedfordirectionsbyforeigners,

wereaskediftheyhaveconfidenceingivingdirectionsinEnglish,morethan80per-

centansweredthattheydonot(DiamondOnline,2013).Thereareconcernsforthe

lackofJapanesepeople'sEnglishabilityevenfromoutsideofthecountry.Forexam-

ple,ForeignPolicy(2013,September9),anAmericanmagazine,claimsthat,

"Japanesepeople,onthewhole,can'tspeakEnglish".

ThereisalwaysanotionthatJapanesepeoplearenotgoodatEnglishandthat

theycannotcommunicatewithforeignersinspiteofsixyearsofEnglisheducation.

Wemustaskifthisisreallythecase.AccordingtotheTestandScoreDataSummary

forTOEFLiBTTestsheldin2012,theaveragescoreforJapanesepeoplewasonly70

outof120.EvenwhenthisscoreiscomparedwithotherAsiancountries,wherethe

averagewas79,thiswasoneofthelowest,withonlyCambodiaandMongoliascoring
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lower.EventhoughJapanisoneofthemostdevelopedcountriesinAsia,thisdata

clearlyshowsthelackofEnglishcompetenceamongstJapanesepeople.Ifthisisthe

case,thisraisesthequestionastowhatcanbedonetochangethesituation.Other

thanknowledgeofEnglishgrammarandvocabulary,thereisanideathatpeopleneed

tobeabletospeakEnglishinordertocommunicatewithothersfromalloverthe

world.Thisisbecause,today,Englishisusedasatooltocommunicateinternationally

inaglobalisedsociety.Englishshouldbelearnedasatoolforcommunication.

HoweverinJapan,Englishhasbeentaughtonlyasaschoolsubjectandstudentslearn

itsimplyinordertogetbetterscoreonhighschooloruniversityentranceexams.

WithregardtothiscurrentsituationofEnglisheducationinJapanandtheneedsof

acquiringcommunicativeEnglish,CommunicativeLanguageTeaching(CLT)ap-

pearedasasolution.Thisapproachplacesemphasisonfosteringstudents'communi-

cativecompetenceofthetargetlanguageratherthanontheirknowledgeofgrammar

ortranslation.

Inthispaper,theconceptofCLTanditseffectonlanguageteachinginvarious

countrieswillbediscussed.Followingthis,currentEnglisheducationinJapanwillbe

reviewedandthereasonsforthefailureofpreviousattemptstointroduceCLTduring

thepasttwentyyearswillbeestablished.Thedifficultiesinintroducingandimple-

mentingCLTwillbeexaminedfromthreedifferentperspectives;educationsystem,

students,andteachers.Finally,possiblesolutionsforeducationsystemandteachers

willbeshownsothatpupilswillbeabletoacquirenotjust"English"but"communi-

cativeEnglish"withwhichtheycancommunicatewithforeigners.

WhatisCLT?

BeforethediscussionoftheJapaneseeducationsysteminthiscontextcancom-

mence,theconceptofCommunicativeLanguageTeaching(CLT)mustbedefined.

LongmanDictionaryofLanguageTeaching(2010)describesCLTas"[a]napproach

toforeignorsecondlanguageteachingwhichemphasizesthatthegoaloflanguage

learningiscommunicativecompetenceandwhichseekstomakemeaningfulcommu-

nicationandlanguageuseafocusofallclassroomactivities"(p.99).Thesamedic-

tionaryalsoshowsthemajorprinciplesofCLT:"1)learnersusealanguagethrough

usingittocommunicate;2)authenticandmeaningfulcommunicationshouldbethe

goalofclassroomactivities;3)fluencyandaccuracyarebothimportantgoalsinlan-

guagelearning;4)communicationinvolvestheintegrationofdifferentlanguageskills;

5)learningisaprocessofcreativeconstructionandinvolvestrialanderror"(p.99).

CharacteristicsofCLTarefurtherexploredbyBrumfitandFinocchiaro(1983)

bycomparingCLTwiththeaudiolingualmethod,whichisthearchetypeofstructure-
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basedapproach.TheyshowthecharacteristicsofCLTasbeing;"[f]luentandaccept-

ablelanguageistheprimarygoal:accuracyisjudgednotintheabstractbutincon-

text"(p.92);"[s]tudentsareexpectedtointeractwithpeople,eitherintheflesh,

throughpairandgroupwork,ortheirwritings"(p.93);"[i]ntrinsicmotivationwill

springfromaninterestinwhatisbeingcommunicatedbythelanguage"(p.93);and

"[t]hetargetlinguisticsystemwillbelearnedbestthroughtheprocessofstrugglingto

communicate"(p.92).

Inadditiontothecharacteristicsstatedabove,theyalsopointoutthat

"[c]ommunicativecompetenceisthedesiredgoal"(1983:92)."Communicativecompe-

tence"isdefinedas"knowledgeofnotonlyifsomethingisformallypossibleinalan-

guage,butalsowhetheritisfeasible,appropriate,ordoneinaparticularspeech

communicaty"(LongmanDictionary,2010:99)andincludesgrammaticalcompetence,

sociolinguistic competence,discourse competence,and strategic competence.

ThereforetheprincipleofCLTisthat,studentsgainnotonlyknowledgeofthelan-

guagebutalsotheskillsneededinordertocommunicatewithothersusingthelan-

guage.

TheHistoryofCLTandItsEffect

TheconceptofCLTappearedinEuropeinthe1960swhenthenumberofimmi-

grantsandguestworkersfrompoorcountriesincreased.Atthetime,therewerealso

manypeoplewhocameandwentwithinEuropeduetotheestablishmentofEuropean

Commission(EC)(Savignon,1991;Oshita,2009).Therefore,peopleneededtolearn

asecondlanguage,mostoftenEnglish.However,Englishlanguageteachingatthat

timedidnotfocusonthelanguagestructure,butonthefunctionalaspectofthelan-

guage.TheCouncilofEurope,whichattemptedteachingcommunicativeEnglishto

people,then introduced CLT asan alternativelanguageteaching approach

(McDonough&Shaw,2003).

CLThasbeenimplementedatmanyschoolsaroundtheworldeversinceand

variousstudieshavetakenplacetoexamineitseffectonstudents'abilitytocommuni-

cateinthetargetlanguageeffectively.

CLTintheWorld

InCLT,ifitisrecognisednotasamethodbutanapproach,therearemainlytwo

categorizations;thetask-basedapproachandthecontent-basedapproach.Theformer

focusesonthetaskstheydointhetargetlanguageclass.Throughthesetasks,pupils

learnthefunctionofthelanguageandhowtouseitotherthanthemeaningandpro-

nunciation(Nunan,1991;McDonough&Shaw,2003).Thelatterfocusesonthe
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contentofstudents'learning.Thuswithcontent-basedapproach,allsubjectsare

taughtonlyinthetargetlanguage(Lightbown&Spada,2013).

Task-basedapproach.Anexampleofthetask-basedapproachistheBangalore

MadrasCommunicationalTeachingProject,whichtookplaceinIndiafrom1979to

1984(Baretta,1989;Tsutui,1995).ThroughthisstudyconductedintheirEnglish

class,studentshadbeeninvolvedwithproblem-solvingactivitiesinEnglishforthree

years.Forexample,inaclasswhichdealtwithdistancesonamap,theteacherasked

almostonlyonequestion,"Howfaris[X]from[Y]?"andthenchangedtherolesso

thatstudentscouldtaketurnsaskingdistances(Baretta,1989).Throughthistask-

basedapproach,studentscouldlearnnotEnglishforcommunication,butrather

Englishthroughcommunication,whichisamuchmoreeffectiveapproach(Baretta,

1989;Oshita,2009;Tajima,1995).

Anothercaseisthestudyofanadults'FrenchclassintheU.S.,whichlookedat

"theeffectofpracticeintheuseofcommunicationstrategiesaspartofaninstruc-

tionalprogram"(Savignon,1991:264).Inthisstudy,inoneclass,teachersweresimply

followinglanguageteachingrulessuchaspatternpracticeanderroravoidance.Onthe

otherhand,teachersintheotherclassesencouragedstudentstoaskforinformation

andclarificationinthetargetlanguage,Frenchinthiscase.Bydoingso,teachersen-

couragedlearners"totakerisks,tospeakinotherthanmemorizedpatterns"

(Savignon,1991:265)sothattheycouldattain"communicativecompetence…,the

abilityoflanguagelearnerstointeractwithotherspeakers,tomakemeaning"

(Savignon,1991:264).After18weeksofclassesatfivehoursperweek,testresultsof

thetwoclasseswerecompared.Theresultofthetestofstructureshowsthatthelearn-

erswhopracticedcommunicationperformedwithnolessaccuracythanthosewho

didnot.Onthecontrary,theresultofthetestofcommunicationmeasuredinterms

offluencyandeffortalsoshowedthatthelearnerswhopracticedcommunicationdid

muchbetterthanthosewhodidnot.EventhoughthisstudytookplaceintheU.S.,i.e.

notinJapan,andthetargetlanguageinthiscaseisnotEnglish,thecontextualfactor

isquitesimilartothecaseofEnglisheducationinJapaninthesensethatthelearners

learnthelanguagenotforsurviving,butratherforfunoracquiringskillstogetabet-

terjob.

Content-basedapproach.Anexampleofacontent-basedapproachistheimmer-

sionprogrammewhichtookplaceinthemid-1960sinQuebec,Canada.Although

Frenchisthefirstlanguageintheregion,therewerealsoresidentswhoknewonly

English.EventhoughtherewereFrenchclassesforEnglishspeakersatschool,they

didnotacquire"sufficientskillstoworkinFrench,ortosocializewithFrenchspeak-

ers"(Johnson&Swain,1997:2).However,becauseparentswantedtheirchildrento

acquireasufficientlevelofproficiencyinFrenchandtounderstandthecultureof
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QuebecinordertoliveinharmonywithFrenchspeakers,theirneedsandwants

changedthesituation.Inthisimmersionprogramme,youngchildreninkindergarten

wereinstructedentirelyinFrenchuntiltheyreachedgrade2,whenthefirstlanguage

literacyskillsweretaughtforthefirsttime.Ingrade6aboutthehalfofclasseswere

taughtinEnglishandhalfinFrench(Edwards,1998;Johnson&Swain,1997).This

programmewasseenasasuccessasCrawford(1991:ascitedbyLaborda:1048)states,

"asmoststudentsbecamefluentinFrench.However,thesuccesswentfurtherbeyond

thanlearningthelanguage,studentsachievedconsiderablelearningintheothersub-

jects,anddidnotinterferedwiththeirEnglishcompetence".

CLTprevailedamongAsiannationstoo.ThesecountrieshavesimilarEFLsitua-

tionsintermsofstudents'motivationtowardslearningEnglish,teachers'proficiency

toconductCLT,nationalpolicy,andeducationalsystemincludingsystemofentrance

exams(D.Li,1998;X.Li,2011;Wang&Hill,2011).Itisrelativelydifficulttointro-

duceCLTinAsiacomparedtoWesterncountries;however,teachershavevaluedthe

efficacyofCLTandhavebeentryingtointroduceitinsuchplacesasSouthKorea

(D.Li,1998),Vietnam(Ngoc&Iwashita,2012),China(X.Li,2011;Liao,2004),

Yemen(Bataineh&Thabet,2011),andJapan.Althoughtheseeffortshavegenerally

notbeenmetwithsuccess,attemptshavebeenmadetochangethesituationandintro-

duceCLTmoresuccessfully.

CLTinJapan

InJapan,theCourseofStudyinthenationaleducationalpolicyisrevisedap-

proximatelyeverytenyears.UntiltherevisiontotheCourseofStudyin1989,almost

allEnglishclassesfocusedongrammar-translation,structure,andreadings.Asthe

Japaneseeconomydeveloped,Englishbecameanacademicsubjectwhichpupilsneed

toacquireinordertoenterbetterhighschoolsanduniversities.Withthispurposein

mind,"thegrammarandtranslationmethodcametodominateEnglishlanguageedu-

cation"(Butler,2007:132).However,theJapanesegovernmentanditscitizensbecame

awareofthenecessitytoacquirecommunicativecompetenceinEnglishasJapannow

playsanimportantinternationalroleasoneofthemosthighlydevelopedcountries,

andinternationalbusinesshasbecomeimportant.

TheMinistryofEducation,Culture,SportsandTechnology(MEXT)wasaware

ofpeople'sconcernandstartedtakingaction.In1989,MEXTrevisedtheCourseof

Studyandputemphasisonstudents'acquiringcommunicativecompetenceinEnglish

andintroducedanewsubject,'OralCommunication'.MoreoverMEXTissued"The

EstablishmentofanActionPlantoCultivate'JapanesewithEnglishAbilities'",which

triedtoimprovepracticalcommunicationskillsinEnglishandfosterapositiveatti-

tudeamongstlearnerstowardscommunicationinEnglish(MEXT,2001).

OneofthemainactionswasthesettingofSuperEnglishLanguageHighSchools
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(SELHi's).ThiscaseshowstosomeextenttheefficacyofintroducingCLTinactual

schoolsandclasses(Tsutsui,1995;Shimamura,2009).Inthisinstance,MEXTdesig-

nated169highschoolsasSELHi'sfrom2002to2009(MEXT,2011c).Eachschool

triedtoimprovetheirEnglishteachingprogramswithfinancialsupportfromthegov-

ernmentoverthreeyears.Theyputemphasisonthebalanceoffourskills;reading,lis-

tening,writing,andspeakingskills.Theyalsoencouragedteacherstoconduct

activitiessuchaspairwork,groupwork,discussions,presentations,anddebatesin

whichstudentscancommunicatewitheachotherinEnglish.Moreover,pupilswere

encouragedtochallengeextensivereadingandwritingtextsorparticipateinevents

suchspeechcontests(Nishiono&Watanabe,2006).

Asaresultoftheseimprovementsandefforts,manyteachersatSELHi'ssaythat

pupilsareacquiringhigherEnglishproficiency(Benesse,2008).Theyarealsogener-

allymotivatedtostudyEnglish.Yonezaki(2007),anEnglishteacherataSELHi,says

thatalthoughatfirstpupilshadnoconfidenceinspeakinginEnglishinfrontofoth-

ers,astheygainedconfidencethroughpair-andgroup-worksandpresentations,their

attitudetowardsEnglishclasschangedandtheycametospeakmoreactivelyin

English.Toyoshima(2007)alsostatesthatthankstothechangeoftheclassstylefrom

teacher-centredtostudent-centred,pupilsseemedtoenjoyEnglishclassesmoreand

understoodthattheywereacquiringpracticalEnglishskillswhichtheymightbeable

touseinthefuture.Moreover,accordingtoasurveyconductedbyMEXT(2008),

morethan80%ofteachersatSELHi'sanswerthatthingswhichtheydidthroughthe

threeyearperiodwereeffectiveforpassinguniversityentranceexams.Almost80%

answeredthatpupilsnowspeakmoreinEnglishinclassandmorethan90%saidthat

pupilscametobemoreinterestedinforeignculturesandlanguagesthanbefore.

ProblemsofCLT

SinceCLTappeared,manycountrieshavemadeeffortstointroduceitbecause

theybelievethat"CLTwillworkanywhere…themethodologyisking,andthemagic

solutionforallourpupils"(Bax,2003:281).HoweverproblemsinCLTbegantooccur

andpeoplestartedtostudyitsefficacyandpointoutitsproblems.

ThisisalsothecaseinJapan.EvenafterMEXT'sattemptsforovertwentyyears,

criticismsofEnglisheducationinJapanremain.Forinstance,Shimamura(2009)

showsthat"ithasnotbeenfunctioningeffectivelytoproducecommunicativelycom-

petentusersofEnglishinspiteofthetimeandenergyspentonEnglishlearning"(p.

2);Tahira(2012)complainsthat"[t]hereremainsabiggapbetweenthestatedpolicies

andwhatisactuallydoneintheclassroom"(p.3);TsukamotoandTsujioka(2013)

alsoclaimthat"itdidn'thaveagreatimpactonEnglishlanguageteachinginJapan"
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(p.310).MoreoverasurveyconductedbyNishino(2011)showsthataftertheaction

plan,although60%ofteachersansweredthatCLTisfavourable,onlyabout30%of

themactuallyintroducedCLTintheirclass.

Withregardtothesecomplaints,MEXTrevisedtheCourseofStudyagainin

2008and2009,whichtookeffectin2011,whichaimsto"provideJapaneseyouthwith

amoreheightenedsenseofinternationalization"(Mondejar,Valdivia,Laurier&

Mboutsiadis,2012:180).DuetothischangeintheCourseofStudy,pupilsfromfifth

gradeatprimaryschooltothirdgradeathighschoolhavehadopportunitiestolearn

English(MEXT,2010;2011a;2011b).Thisrevisionaimstofostermotivationtolearn

thelanguageand"instructorsareencouragedtoutilizemorelearner-canteredinstruc-

tion-basedonstudentneedsandinterests-insteadoftraditionalteacher-frontedin-

struction"(Mondejaretal.,2012:182).BecausetherevisedCourseofStudyhasonly

recentlybeenimplemented,theeffectofthisrevisionisasyetunknown.However,if

thegovernmentandschoolteachersjustfollowthisrevisionandtrytointroduceCLT

inJapanwithoutthinkingaboutthereasonswhyMEXT'sattemptshavefailedfor

twentyyears,currenteffortscouldonceagainprovefutile.Thusitisnecessaryfor

themtounderstandtheproblemsofCLTinanEFLcontextinJapanandtrytofind

solutionsinordertointroduceCLTsuccessfully.

Therefore,inthissection,problemsofCLTfromatheoreticalperspectivewill

firstlybeanalysed;followingthis,thechallengesofintroducinginJapanbasedonthe

EFLcontextwillbeexamined.

ProblemsofCLTfromtheTheoreticalPerspective

ManypeoplepaidattentiontoBax's(2003)criticismsofCLTwhicharguethat

CLTneglectstheEFLcontextofthecountrywhenitisintroduced.Inlanguage

teaching,itisimportanttoconsiderthecontextofEFLinthecountrywhentheteach-

ingmaterialsandapproachesarechosen;asBax(2003)insists,"[t]hefirstpriorityis

thelearningcontext…Thiswillincludeanunderstandingofindividualstudentsand

theirlearningneeds,wants,styles,andstrategies…aswellasthecoursebook,local

conditions,theclassroomculture,schoolculture,nationalculture,andsoon"(p.285).

WangandHill(2011)alsoclaimthat"[i]twouldthusbeunwisetoneglectthesecon-

textualfactorsintheplanningandimplementationofELTprograms"(p.211).

AmongproblemsinCLT,theneglectofEFLcontextisthemostproblematicand

somethingneedstobedoneinordertoimplementCLTsuccessfully.

ThatwaswhenBax's(2003)'ContextApproach'appearedwhichclaimsthat

CLTmustbeimplementedinawaywhichsuitsthatcountryconcerningthecontext

ofthenationanditspeople.ThisideaissupportedbyHarmar(2003)whoclaimsthat

"theproblemisnotwiththemethodologyitself,norwiththeideasthatitgenerates,

butratherwithhowtheyareamendedandadaptedtofittheneedsofthestudents
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whocomeintocontactwiththem"(p.292),andbymanyotherexperts(Savignon,

2003;Nishino,2011;X.Li,2011;Tsukamoto&Tsujioka,2013).

Therefore,ifthegovernment,andespeciallytheteachers,canrecognisetheEFL

contextsinJapan,thentheywillbeabletoadjustandamendCLTinawaythatis

moresuitableforthelearners.ThisiswhatJapanshoulddoratherthanjustintroduc-

ingCLTinawaythatisonlysuitableforEuropeorNorthAmerica.

DifficultiesinIntroducingCLTinJapan

InordertounderstandtheEFLcontext,somechallengeswhichclassconductors

mightfaceinimplementingCLTsuccessfullyinJapanwillbepresented.Whenprob-

lemsandchallengesofCLTareconcerned,thesefactorsarecategorizedindifferent

waysdependingonauthorssuchasMcGrath(2002),whocategorisesthesefactors

intotwocontexts,themacroandmicrocontexts.Inthisessay,D.Li's(1998)catego-

rization,whichcontainsdifficultiescausedbytheeducationsystem,students,and

teachers,willbeapplied.ThisisbecausetheEFLcontextsinAsiancountriesarequite

similar(D.Li,1998;Wang&Hill,2011);therefore,itiseasytofollowevenwhen

thoseofJapanareanalysedandcategorised.

Difficultiescausedbytheeducationsystem.

Largeclasses.Anumberofteachersareconcernedthateachclasshassomany

pupilsthatitisverydifficulttoconductCLT.ResearchconductedbyNishino(2011)

showsthatmanyteachersthinkitistheclassroomsizethatneedstobechangedmost

inordertointroduceCLTsuccessfully.Thereareabout30to40studentsineachclass

inJapan.Iftherearetoomanyinoneclass,itwouldbemuchharderfortheteacher

tocontrolstudentsandtheclass,andCLTismorelikelytofail(Nishino&Watanabe,

2008).

Grammar-basedexaminations.BecausetheJapaneseeducationsystemputsem-

phasisonthehighschooloruniversityentranceexaminations,CLTisdifficulttoim-

plement.ItissaidthatthisentranceexamsystemandCLTareincompatiblebecause

entranceexamsfocusonreadingcomprehensionandgrammar(Nishino&Watanabe,

2008:135;D.Li,1998),buttheskillsattheheartofCLTarenoteasilymeasured

(Davies,1983;Savignon,1991).NishinoandWatanabe(2008)alsostatethatteachers

inJapanbelievethat"detailedgrammaticalknowledgeandintensivereadingskillsare

crucialforJapanesesecondaryschoollearners"(p.134).Thereforeifteachersput

moreemphasisonthepreparationfortheentranceexams,theycannotconductCLT

effectively;ontheotherhand,iftheytrytofosterstudents'communicativeEnglish

skills,thentheycannotspendmuchtimeonteachinggrammarsandvocabulary.The

pointsinthiscasearethatinJapanorinotherAsiancountries,peopledonotfeelthe

needtolearnEnglish,rathertheysimplystudyEnglishfortheentranceexamsin

ordertoenterhighereducation.Inotherwords,forJapanesepeople,Englishonly
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playsarole"asaschoolsubjectandpassingexaminationsistheonlygoaloflearning"

(Wang&Hill,2009:209).

TheuseofALTs.AssistantLanguageTeachers(ALTs)playanimportantrolein

EFLinJapan.Theyteam-teachwithJapaneseteachersofEnglish(JTEs)inintroduc-

ingforeignlanguagessuchaspronunciation,expressionsandgestures,andforeigncul-

tures.ItisagreatopportunityforstudentstoactuallymeettheseALTsandlearntheir

reallanguagesandcultures;however,becauseALTsgetminimalteachingtrainingbe-

foretheystarttheirjobinJapan,theydonotknowhowandwhattodototeach

Englisheffectively(Mondejaretal.,2011).Moreoverbecauseofthelackofprofi-

ciencyinEnglishandJapanese,ALTsandJTEsdonotcommunicatewitheachother;

therefore,theycannotimprovetheclasstogether(Mondejaretal.,2011).Campbell,

KikuchiandPalmer(2006)alsostatethatifJTEsbelievethatEnglishisbesttaught

withnativespeakers'assistance,theytendtorelytoomuchonALTs.Consequently,

evenwhenJTEsworkwithALTs,theyjustmakeALTspronouncewordsandphrases

ortalkabouttheirculture.

Teachers'training.AnotherreasonwhyEnglishteachersinJapanareincapable

ofconductingEFLclassesisbecause"theylacktrainingincommunicativeapproac

hes…;theyhavebeliefsaboutthemselvesandteachingthatunderminetheirconfi-

dence"(NishinoandWatanabe,2008:136).Tahira(2012)alsopointsoutthat"teach-

ersdonotfullyunderstand[CLT]andarenotconfidentaboutusing[it]"(p.7).In

reality,mostteachersclaimthatbecauseMEXTdoesnotofferanypracticalmaterials

orgiveanylecturesabouthowtoconductcommunicativeactivities,theydonot

clearlyknowwhattodo(Nishino,2011).

Littletimeforandexpertiseinmaterialdevelopment.Teachers'jobsarenotonly

teachingbutalsogivingguidancetostudents,coachinginclubactivities,andsoforth.

AccordingtothestudyconductedbyBenesse(2010a;2010b)showsthat91.3%ofpri-

maryschoolteachers,81.3%ofsecondaryschoolteachers,and65.1%ofhighschool

teacherssaythattheyaretoobusytohaveenoughtimeforpreparationofthenext

class.MoreoverNishino(2011)claimsthatteachers'workinghoursarethelongest

amongOECDcountries.Thislackofteachers'timeforpreparationcouldleadtothe

failureofintroductionofCLT.D.Li(1998)insiststhatthesituationisthesamein

SouthKoreaandthat"theteacherseitherhadgivenupCLTafterabrieftryorsimply

hadnotventuredtotryit"(p.689)asiftheywanttointroduceCLT,theyneedto

makematerialsforthemselvesduetothelackofexistingexamples.

Difficultiescausedbystudents.

LowEnglishproficiency.AstudyconductedbyD.Li(1998)showsthatitisnot

teachers'deficiencyofEnglishbutpupils'deficiencythatpreventsteachersfromintro-

ducingCLT.Healsoclaimsthat,because"[t]heyusuallyhaveasmallEnglish
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vocabularyandalimitedcommandofEnglishstructures…,theteachersfoundithard

todoanyoralcommunicativeactivitieswiththem"(D.Li,1998:690).Thisisalsothe

caseinJapan.TheresearchconductedbyNishino(2011)showsthatonlyhalfof

teachersbelievethatpupilswouldbeabletounderstandwhattheteachersaysifCLT

isintroduced.

Littlemotivationforcommunicativecompetence.TheEFLcontextinJapanis

clearlydifferentfromthatinEuropeatthetimewhenCLTwasfirstintroducedin

termsofneedsoflearningthatlanguage.InEuropeatthattime,therewasagreat

needtoacquireEnglishbecauseifpeoplecouldnotspeakit,theycouldnotsurviveor

beabletocommunicatewithothers.However,thisisnotthecaseinJapantoday,

wheremostpeoplespeakJapaneseandiftheydonotreallyneedtolearnEnglishto

live.NishinoandWatanabe(2008)statethat"becauseJapanesestudents… havevery

fewopportunitiestoengageinface-to-facecommunicationinEnglishoutsidethe

classroom,theymayfeellittlerealneedforcommunicativeEnglishskills"(p.134).

ThisisnotonlythecaseinJapanbutalsoinotherAsiancountries,asWangandHill

(2011)claim,"intheAsiancontext,formostlearners,especiallythoseoftheexpand-

ing-circlecountries,integrationwiththetargetcultureisfarfrombeingarealistictar-

getoflearning"(p.212).Thiskindofsocio-culturaldemandsoflearningthetarget

languageinfluencespupils'motivationtowardslearningit(Kumaravadivelu,2006).

Students'reluctanceinactiveparticipationandlearner-centredlearning.There

arealsoconcernsthatCLTmightnotbesuitableforEnglishlearnersinJapanfrom

socio-culturalperspective.Becausemostclasseshadbeentaughtinteacher-centred

wayuntilrecently,Japanesepeoplearenotusedtostudent-centredclassesandbeing

activelyinvolvedinclass(Nishino&Watanabe,2008).MoreoverCampbelletal.

(2006)describesthegeneralcultureofaJapaneseschoolas;"strongbeliefthatinstruc-

tionsandexplanationsshouldbegiveninJapanese","generalresistancebystudents

(andteacher)toaccepttheuseofEnglishbetweenJapanese"and"longerclasshours

allocatedtogrammar-canteredteachingconductedmainlyinJapanese",forexample.

ThereforeitcanbesaidthatCLT,whichrequiresstudents'activeparticipationand

muchinteractionbetweentheteacherandstudentandamongthestudentsthemselves,

mightbeincompatiblewithJapanesepeople.

Difficultiescausedbyteachers.

LowproficiencyinEnglish.Somepeopleclaimthatthelackofteacherswhocan

putCLTintoeffectinJapanresultsinthefailureofintroducingit.Itisoftensaidthat

EnglishteachersinJapandonothavemuchknowledgeofEnglishandtheirteaching

abilityisinsufficient.InApril2013,KyouikuSaiseiJikkouHombu(Education

RebuildingCouncil)madeasuggestionthatallEnglishteachersshouldpassatleast

STEPpre-1stgradewhichisequivalenttoTOEFLiBT80andTOEIC730.However
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inreality,only27.7%ofjuniorhighschoolteachersand52.3%ofhighschoolteach-

ershavepassedit(Saito,2013).

EventhoughEnglishteachersdonothavemuchEnglishproficiency,CLTre-

quireshighlevelsofEnglishbothinaccuracyandinfluency.Thereasonforthisisbe-

causeevaluationoftheanswersinCLTisverydifficult(Savignon,1991).Itiseasyto

judgeifpupils'answersarecorrectornotinthegrammar-translationmethodand

othermethodologiesthatfocusonthelanguagestructure.However,itisdifficultin

CLTbecausetherearevariouspossibleanswers.Evenifthesentenceisgrammatically

incorrect,itmightbeabletomakesenseandtheycancommunicatewiththatsen-

tence.Inthatcase,thatanswercanbebothcorrectandincorrect.Inotherwords,in

CLT,teachersneedtobeabletorespondflexiblytopupils'variousanswersandto

makethemtalkfrequentlywithoutoverlyworryingaboutthemistakes(Thompson,

1996).Therefore,teacherswhohavemuchknowledgeofEnglisharenecessaryin

CLT;however,JapandoesnothaveenoughteacherswhocanputCLTintoeffect.

ThusJapanhasbeenunabletointroduceCLTataschoollevel.

MisconceptionsaboutCLT.AlthoughMEXThasbeentryingtointroduceCLT

andmostteachershaveafavourablefeelingtowardsCLTitself,theydonotunder-

standwhatCLTreallyisandsoaremistakenintheirapproachtoit.Thompson

(1996)pointedoutfourcommonmisunderstandingsaboutCLT,that:1)CLTignores

grammar;2)CLTmeansteachingspeakingonly;3)CLTequalsdoingpairworkand

groupwork,suchasroleplays;and4)CLTdemandstoomuchfromteachersinterms

oftime,skills,andenergy.

IfteachersmisunderstandCLT,somemayfeelthatCLTis"contradictedtotheir

beliefsaboutlanguagelearning"(D.Li,1998,p.689),sotheywillnottrytomakean

efforttointroduceit.Moreover,itcouldleadtheteacherstointroduceCLTinaner-

roneousway.TsukamotoandTsujioka(2013)arguethat"[t]eachers'misunderstand-

ingofCLTandtheirlowcompetenceofimplementingitcouldnegativelyimpact

students'competence"(p.312).

IdeasforBetterEnglishEducation:SuggestionsfortheFuture

WhenexaminingtheEFLcontextsinJapan,itseemsthatCLTisnotsuitable

afterall.However,ifthegovernmentand,moreimportantly,teachersrecognisethese

contextsanddifficultiesinintroducingCLTandamendCLTtofitintotheEFLcon-

textsmore,itwouldworkproperlyeveninJapanasBax's(2003)'ContextApproach'

shows.

Inthissection,fundamentalandpracticalsuggestionsandpossibleamendments

thatcouldbetakenintoconsiderationinordertointroduceCLTsuccessfullyinJapan
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willbeshownfortheeducationsystemandteachers.

SuggestionsforEducationSystem

Asexaminedinthepreviouschapter,therearemanysituationalconstrainswhich

havenegativelyaffectedtheimplementationofCLT.Forexample,situationalcon-

straintsincludetheentranceexaminationsystem,classroomsize,teachers'training,

andteachers'littletimeforpreparationforclass.

Entranceexaminationsystems.Thegovernmentreallyneedstotakeanactionto

changetheentranceexaminationsystem;otherwise,Englishclassesaremorelikelyto

remainthesameasthecurrentonesthatfocusongrammarandtranslation.Since

2006,anewcomponent,"ListeningComprehension",hasbeenincludedinthenation-

wideUnifiedUniversityEntranceExamstakenbyabouthalfamillionapplicants

everyyear(Nishino&Watanabe,2008).Howeverthisisstillnotenough.Becausecom-

municativecompetenceisdifficulttomeasure,itmightbedifficulttoaddanewpart

whichtestsstudents'communicativecompetenceinthisexam.However,itcouldbe

possiblethatsecond-stageexamsthateachuniversitysetswillhavetestssuchasindi-

vidualinterviewsinEnglishwhichjudgesstudents'communicativecompetence.

Classroomsize.Aspreviouslymentione,classroomsizemattersalotinlanguage

teaching.Thefewerthestudents,thebetterlanguagelearningwouldbebecausestu-

dentswouldhavemoreopportunitiestospeakinthetargetlanguage(Nishino,2011).

However,reducingthenumberofstudentsinoneclasswouldbecostly.Accordingto

Nishino(2011)itwouldcostabout780billionyentoreducethenumberofstudents

inoneclassatprimaryandsecondaryschoolsfrom40to30.Eventhoughitcosts

muchtoreducethenumberofstudentsinoneclass,Nishino(2011)arguesthatthe

Japanesegovernmentshouldspendmoneyoneducationbecausetheproportionof

moneywhichJapanusesforeducationisthelowestamong28OECDcountries,and

then,itcouldreducethenumberofstudentsinoneclass,andconsequently,theteach-

ers'workloadaswell.

Teachers'training(alsothatofALTs).ThelackofopportunitiesforJTEsand

ALTsisalsoproblematic.Tahira(2012)continuesbyclaimingthat"itisessentialthat

moresupportbegiveninorderforteacherstobecomeconfidentandcapableofteach-

ingincommunicativeways"(p.6).MEXThasbeguntomakesignificantchanges.

ThenumberofEnglishteacherswhoareencouragedtotakeEnglishcoursein

English-speakingcountrieshavebeenincreasing(Nishino& Watanabe,2008).

However,thenumberofthosewhohavereceivedthiskindoftrainingsystemisstill

limited.MEXTshouldofferclassmaterialsandshowexamplesordemoclassesforall

EnglishteachersinJapanasTahira(2012)insists,"itisnecessarythatMEXTmore

clearlydefinesthetypeofclassroomactivitiesandwaysofteachingwhichitexpects

teacherstoadopt"(p.6).
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Distributionofteachers'workload.Thefactthatanumberofteachersclaimthat

theyhavelittletimeforpreparationoftheirclassbecauseofotherworkwaspre-

sented.Inordertosolvethisproblem,thegovernmentshouldhiremorepeoplewho

candosometeachers'jobs.Forexample,todaymanyteacherscoachclubteamsafter

schoolorevenattheweekend.Ifthegovernmenthirepeoplewhocancoachthese

teamsinsteadofteachers,theteachers'workloadwouldbereducedandtheywillhave

moretimetospendonpreparingforthenextclassordevelopingtheclassmaterials

inawaywhichismoresuitableforthestudents.

SuggestionsforTeachers

Althoughtherearemanyproblemsintheeducationsystemwithrespecttointro-

ducingCLTinJapan,changesineducationsystemwouldtaketimeandcostsignifi-

cantlymore.However,evenifeducationsystemremainsthesame,ifteachersclearly

understandCLTandEFLcontextsoftheclassincludingstudents'levelandneedsof

thetargetlanguage,thentheycanamendandapplyCLTinawaywhichismoresuit-

ablefortheirstudents;asLiao(2004)states,"ifteachersareawareofsituationalcon-

straints,anydifficultiescanbeovercome"(p.271).Thereforeinthissection,what

teachersshoulddoinclassorkeepinmindwhentheyteachwillbepresented.

Donotneglectgrammar.SometeachershaveamisconceptionthatinCLT,gram-

marshouldnotbetaught.However,thetruthisthatgrammaticalinstructionisessen-

tialinlanguageteaching;therefore,itshouldnotbeneglected(Sato&Kleinsasser,

1999;X.Li,2011).Forinstance,Savignon(1991)statesthat"[c]ommunicationcannot

takeplaceintheabsenceofstructure,orgrammar"(p.268)and"forthedevelopment

ofcommunicativeability,researchfindingsoverwhelminglysupporttheintegrationof

form-focusedexerciseswithmeaning-focusedexperience.Grammarisimportant;and

learnersseemtofocusbestongrammarwhenitrelatestotheircommunicativeneeds

andexperiences"(p.269).Relatedtothisargument,Thompson(1996)showshowto

teachgrammarsinCLTclass.Accordingtohim,studentsshouldbeexposedtothe

newlanguageinacomprehensiblecontextsothattheycanunderstandthefunction

andmeaning,andthengrammaticalformsshouldbeexamined.Thisisjustthematter

oftheorderthatgrammarsorfunctionsbetaught;however,eventhisslightchange

couldalterthesituation.

TellstudentsthepurposeofactivitiesandCLT.OneofthereasonswhyCLT

doesnotfunctioninJapanisbecausestudentsdonotfeelthenecessityofcommunica-

tivecompetence;therefore,theyarenotmotivatedtowardscommunicativelessons.It

showsthatifstudentsknowtheneedsofacquiringtheskillsandpurposesofeachac-

tivityandCLTitself,theycanbemorepositivelymotivated.Therefore,itisessential

forteacherstoclarifythemeaningsandpurposesofactivitiesandexplainthereasons

andtheefficacyofeachactivitysothatstudentscanbepositivelymotivatedtowards
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inaclass(Tsutsui,1995;D.Li,2011;Nishino,2011;Ngoc&Iwashita,2012;Barnes

&Lock,2013).

Putmoreemphasisoninteractions.AmongcharacteristicsofCLT,theimpor-

tanceofinteractionbetweenstudentsisinsistedbymanypeoplesuchasDevies

(1982),Harmer(2003),Batainehetal.(2011)andTsukamotoandTsujioka(2013).

LightbownandSpada(2013)especiallyinsistthat,"Whenstudentsworkinpairsor

groups,theyhaveopportunitiestoproduceandrespondtoagreateramountandvari-

etyoflanguage"(p.128).MoreoverThompson(1996)statesthatthroughpair-and

group-work,studentscangainchancestocommunicateinthetargetlanguage,help

fromothers,andconfidence.Therefore,moreandmorepair-andgroup-worksshould

beencouraged.

TrytounderstandCLTandtheEFLcontextofyourclass.Mostimportantly,it

istrulyimportantforteacherstowellunderstandtheconceptofCLTandtheEFL

contextsoftheclass(Savignon&Wang,2003).CLTshouldbeimplementedinaway

thatismostsuitableforstudents.Inordertodothis,teachersarerequiredtounder-

standtheEFLcontextsoftheclassaswellasthoseofCLT,asX.Li(2011)states,

"teachers'properperceptionofCLTplaysakeypartintheimplementationofCLT"

(p.12).Liao(2004)alsoshowsthatthesuccessfulcaseofCLTimplementedbyafe-

maleEnglishteacherinChina.Eventhoughthereweremorethan50studentsinher

class,shesuccessfullyfosteredstudents'communicativecompetenceusingnormal

textbooksbychangingcomponentsandactivitiesaccordingtostudents'needs,wants

andlevels.Therefore,whatisimportantforteachersisthemotivationtowardslearn-

ingCLTandenthusiasmtoimproveyourstudents'communicativecompetenceby

knowingthemwell;asUr(1996,ascitedinWangandHill,2011:214)insists,"toserve

asalanguageteacher…onehastohaveagoodunderstandingofbasicprocessesof

teaching,techniquesofteachingdifferentlanguageskills,andmakingandimplement-

inglessonplansaswellasdetailedknowledgeofthelanguagethatisbeingtaughtand

thestudentswhoaredoingthelearning"(p.214).

Conclusion

AlthoughCommunicativeLanguageTeaching(CLT)hadoncereceivedgreatat-

tentionasasolutionforallforeignlanguageteachingsituations,somecountrieshave

failedtointroduceitsuchassomeAsiancountries,includingJapan.Thussome

startedpointingouttheproblemsofit.ThestrongestcriticismwasthatCLTneglects

thecontextofthecountrywhereitwasintroduced.Inthispaper,thedifficultiesinin-

troducingCLTinJapanregardingitsEFLcontextwereexaminedbasedonthreedif-

ferentcategories;difficultiescausedbyeducationsystem,students,andteachers.
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Withregardtoeducationsystem,largeclassroomsize,grammar-basedentrance

examinationsystem andlackofteachers'(includingALTs)trainingpreventCLT

fromfunctioningproperly.Difficultiescausedbystudentssuchaslackofmotivation

andproficiencyinEnglish,andclassroomcultureinwhichstudentsdonotactively

speakupinclassalsohavegreatinfluenceonthefailureofCLTinJapan.Teachers

alsopreventCLTfromworkingproperlybecauseofthelackofproficiencyinEnglish

andCLT.

AfterconsideringtheproblemsofCLTandthechallengesofintroducingit,

somepracticalsuggestionswereshownforchangestotheeducationsystemandfor

teachers.Fortheeducationsystem,suggestionsweregivensuchas;thegovernment

shouldthinkaboutaddingatestwhichexaminesstudents'communicativecompe-

tence;thegovernmentshouldspendmoretimeoneducationsothatthenumberofstu-

dentsinoneclassandteachers'workloadcanbereduced;andtheyshouldputmore

effortontrainingbothJTEsandALTs.Forteachers,morepracticalsuggestionsare

presentedsuchas;theyshouldnotneglectgrammarbecauseitisneededtofosterone's

communicativecompetence;theyshouldexplainthepurposeofeachactivityandof

CLTsothatstudentscanbemoremotivated;theyshouldunderstandtheeffectiveness

ofinteractiveactivitiessuchaspairandgroup-workandputmoreemphasisonthem;

andtheyshouldtrytounderstandwhatCLTisandtheEFLcontextoftheclasssuch

astheirneedsandlevels.

"Romewasnotbuiltinaday"-aswiththisproverb,CLTinJapanisandwillnot

beestablishedinaday.EventhoughJapanhasbeentryingtointroduceitforovertwo

decades,ithasnotbeenwellrootedyetbecauseofsituationalconstraints.Itistrue

thattherearemanyproblemswiththeeducationsystem whenconductingCLT.

Howeverinordertochangetheeducationsystem,alotofmoneyandtimewillbe

spent.ThereforewhatisimportantforimplementingCLTintheactualclassisthat

teachersunderstandbothCLTandtheEFLcontextoftheclass,andamendCLTso

thatitcouldbemoresuitableforstudentsaccordingtotheirneeds,levelsandinter-

ests.Inaddition,theyshouldtrytoutilisemorecommunicativeactivitiesusingmate-

rialswhicharegivenordevelopothermaterialsbycooperatingwithco-workers.

Teachers'effort,enthusiasm,motivation,andloveforstudentsareessentialinorder

tosuccessfullyimplementCLTinJapan.
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It

TabithaCole

"Icandothis,Icandothis,"IwhisperedasItip-toedintothedownstairsbathroom.

Ohgosh,Ican't!Myheartispalpitating.I'mtremblingalloveragain."Whatifit'sin

here,watchingme.Idon'tthinkIcanbeinherealone"Ifeltsweattrickledownmyneck

tomyback,myfeetmovingaboutthespeedofaslugonthecoldconcretefloor.Iflicked

onthelightswitch,andIlookedaround,checkedallthewindows,andpeepedunderthe

whiteirontub,butIdidn'tseeanything.Itriedtorelaxandbesensible,butmybrain

couldn'tseemtoletgoofthelastencounter.

"Ah."Sinkingintotheboilingwater,relievingmyachingmuscles,Ithrewaway

thestressoftheday.SteamfilledthebathroomasIleanedbackwithmybrownhair

pinnedup,feelingtheicinessofthewhitetubonmyskin.Alltheworriesthatbom-

bardedmymind,money,school,thisEnglishpaper,driftedawaywiththesteamasI

indulgedinmyownlittleworldofbliss.

"IwonderwhatIcouldwritemypaperon.Whyisitsohardtothinkofadang

subject?"IponderedthisridiculousthoughtasIsettledintothewarmwater,andI

wonderedwhathappenedtomyetherealworldofblissIwasinaminuteago.Sureit's

duenextweek,butthisbathismoreimportantrightnow!Iscrubbedlikeamaniac,

hopingthesearingpainoflemonfoamonmyskincouldmagicallywritemypaper.

Turningoffthewater,Iwasinthreehundredplacesrighttheninmymind,andI

couldheartheechoesofmythoughtsscreamout.Ineverlikedthesilence.Myskin

wasnowpinkandraw.

"IwishIknewatopictowriteabout,butmylife'sboring!Nothinginteresting

everhapp…,"

Everymuscleinmybodyfroze,eventhebubblesofmyfoambeard.Igazedat

themostunnatural,grotesque,gruesomesightIhaveeverseen.Iwasparalyzed.Ifelt

thewaterfreeze,orwasthatperhapsmybloodfreezinginplace,Icouldn'ttell.My

soulfloodedwithterror,myheartbegantopoundsoviciouslyIwasafraiditwould

pumpaholeinmychest.HowdoIevenbegintodescribethathellishthing?Itwas

likeSatanpeeringthroughthewindow.I'mprettysureheisn'tthishorrid.

"Mom,Mom!"Iscreamedbloodymurderathousandtimesbeforeshefinallyre-

sponded."Hurrybeforeitgetsme!"

MyscreamswereanunderstatementofwhatIwasfeelinginside.Iwasina

nightmare,andIwasgoingtodie.Iwastooyoungtodie!TherewassomuchIhadn't

―51―



achievedinlifeyet,likefixingthesharkbiteonthebackofmycar,orgettingmar-

ried,orvisitingthemallofAmerica,alltheimportantstuff.Itnevergazedawayfrom

it,fearingtheworse.Howweremyfamilyandfriendsgoingtolivewithoutme?They

neededme!Ihadn'tevenwrittenmywillyet,andIimaginedallmyfriendsbrawling

overmyclothes,resultinginabloodbath.

Thisthingwascomingclosereverymillionthofasecond,creepingcloserand

closer.Mymomwasgoingtobetoolate.Iheardhersteps,buttheywereamillion

milesaway(ok,theironlytwentyfeetaway).Ifearedforthegruesomesightshe

wouldsee,orworse.Icouldseeherdierightonthespotwhenshefoundmybody

withmyheadbutcheredaway,andmybodythat'sleftslowlybeingrippedapartand

digestedbythatmonstrosity.Whatifitwentaftermymomnext?Mydadandsister

wouldcomehometofindourbodiestwistedtogetherinafreakishcocoon,ourblood

spatteredalloverthewoodenwallsandwhitetub.No,Ihadtoconquerthebeastmy-

self.

Islowlystoodup.IfeltGodpoweredmethroughmyfoambeardthathasyetto

leave,butIfearedthebeard'smagicalpowersaren'tenough.Thesightofthisthing

wasghastly.Thoselong,spinybrownlegsflicker,stripedwithblack.Thatmuscular

bodypatternedintricatelyofbrownandblack.Thefangs,theworstinmyopinion,

screamingwithmurder,sharpasaGreatWhiteShark,markedwiththehintofcrim-

sonattheedge,andthoseeyes,theeyesofdeath.Theyweresmallbutwiththeinten-

sityofathousandsuns,allglaringstraightintomysoul.

Ifacedthisdemoneyetoeye,butitwassohideous.Ibackeddown.Ifeltit

laughingatmeinthemidstofmycowardice.Itwonthisbattle.HowcouldIdefeat

thespawnofSatan?Everythingaboutitwashorrid,anditssize!Itwasgargantuan,

largeenoughtocastoffmanyships.ItwouldhaveshamedtheTitanic.

Ok,soitwasaboutthesizeofaflashcard,littledramaticIknow,butforaWolf

Spideritwasginormous.

Thedooropened.Iheardtheangelssinging.Iwasgoingtolive!Thosefivemin-

uteswerethelongestandmosttorturousminutesofmylife.

"Where'sitat?"Mymomcasuallyaskedwithashoeinherhand,asifmyim-

pendingdoomwasn'tabigdeal.Ipointedtoherthewretchedspotwhereitperched.

"Sowhatdoyouneedmetodo?"

"Burnit!Slaughterit!Desecrateit!Burnitsfamily,children,andcommunity!

Burnittotheground!"Iscreamedatthetopofmylungs,soundinglikeahomicidal

maniac.

Shesighed,ratherloudly,andwalkedonovertothemonster.Ileapedfromthe

tub,withmytowelonofcourse,andslunktotheoutermostcorner.Iwaited.With

closedeyes,IstrainedtohearanysoundIcould.Ionlyhopedmymomwouldlive.

It
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WhatIheardnextwouldforeverhauntme.Thatsound.Ineverknewthesound

ofacrushedbodycouldbringjoytomysoul.Itwasacrunchingsound,butmorethan

justthat.Iheardtheimpenetrablescreamsofagonycomingfromthatbeing.Ismiled.

"Wellitsdeadnow."Mymomsteppedoutofthebathroom.Shedidn'tgloator

brag,whichshehaseveryrightto,consideringshebattledwiththedevil.Itiptoed

overtothespot,andIsawthetwisted,mangledcorpseofwhatwasaspider.Idon't

thinkIcanbatheinthatcrimesceneeveragain,butallofsuddensomethingclicked

inme.Itwasasifalightboltwentoffinmyhead.Withmytowelstillon,Ileaped

tothenearestpencilandpaperandstartedfuriouslytowrite.

Well,Icannevercomplainagainaboutmylifebeingboring.Isaboringlife,

however,reallythatbad?

Steamfogsthewindow,thesoundofrunningwatercalmsmytrembles.Icanstill

recountthatday,eventhecrunchingofitscorpse.Ok,itwasjustaspider,right?Awolf

spiderisn'tevenvenomous.Gosh,Icanbesodramaticattimesit'sunreal.Hey,atleast

Idon'thavetoworryaboutmypaper.Iletthesteamedwatersoothemymuscles.Islowly

entermyetherealworldofbliss,awayfromthestressandfearIbuiltup."Thisisn'tso

bad.AtleastIknowhaveatopictowriteabout.Ijusthopeamakeago….,Mom!"

TabithaCole

―53―



DigitalArtwork

ValeriiaBoldosova

TheseworksareinspiredbyexcessiveconsumptionoftheEarth'sresourcesaimingto

encouragepeoplethinkaboutthefutureoftheplanet.
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TheAutumnPoem

RomanKushnir

Lookatthegiftofsummertoil,

Thefieldsofbarley,wheatandrye,

Ohthankyou,thankyou,MotherSoil!

Thisautumnsoonwillsay"Goodbye!"

CallstoafeasttheAbbeybell,

GreatHallawaits,thelanternslight.

Thisvermeilautumn,farewell,

Friends,letbale-firesblazeatnight!

Alas!Goodbye!Falloftheleaf

Broughtshininggoldtosilentday.

Sleepvillages,towns,joyandgrief

Withinthewallsofboringgrey.

"Newwintercomes!Alas!Alas!",

ToldmethestarofaHigherPlain.

Andsnowwillhidethehomeofus,

Butmydeepsorrowwillremain.

Goodbye!Alas!Nocrytoday,

Letmylittlesoulinambersleep.

Thefirecannotburnaway

Withleaves,mysorrow,hardanddeep.

Thepainofheart-ithasnosense,

Oh,howtostandthegreyweeksturn?

Ihavetowait,Iwill,andhence

Onedaythisautumnwillreturn.
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TheBeastoftheBarony

JaredMalone

Indayspastoftheoldcode,

Livedwarriorsbrave,strong,andbold.

Ontheearthroamedmanybeasts,

Somefierceandcold,othersmeek.

Asmalltownatopahill,

Sufferedvastandbloodykills.

Avileserpent,quickandmean,

Feddaily-quiteafiend.

Atfirstlight,thepeoplefled

Andatnight,weptforthedead.

Short,stubbylegscarriedthebeast,

Overthehillstoclaimitsfeast.

Formonths,theserpentkepton,

Eatingallitcameupon.

Allsuffered-farmersandcooksthesame,

Livestockswallowedwhole,notatallinvain.

Whenatlastfedup,camedowntheironhand,

Hewassickofdeath-TheBaronofthatland.

Hidinginfearatfirst,butnotanymore,

TheBarontookuparmstosettlethescore.

Heputonhismail,heavyandtight,

Thenhisplatedarmor,pureandbright.

Heputontheswordofhisfatherspast,

Andtookuphissteelshield,heavyandvast.

Andtakinguphislanceateightfeetlong,

Hemounteduphiswhitehorse,youngandstrong.

Earlyatdawn,hesetoutatsuchaspeed,

Hishorse,purebred,withnolimitstoexceed.

Arrivalwasmetwithsuchaghastlysight,

GorecoveredtheEarthandpeopleweptinfright.

Withoutaword,TheBaronfollowedtheblood,

Thebeastmakingatrailinthegrainandmud.

TheBaronsoonarrivedatitsdwellingplace,
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Aloomingcavecarvedinarockycliffbase.

There,wastheserpentatthemouthofthecave,

Feedinguponacorpse,notgrantedagrave.

Atsightofthehorse,thebeastletforthaharrowingscream,

ItleaptatTheBaronitsbloody,gnashingteethagleam.

TheBaron'shorserearing,heextendedhislance,

Andpiercedtheserpent'ssideuponitsadvance.

Asthereptileletoutagroananditsbloodpoured,

TheBaronleaptoffofhishorseanddrewhissword.

Hisbootssankintoearthandbloodasheraisedtheblade,

Andbroughtitdownwithbothhands,takingthebeast'slifeaspay.

Thebodywasrolledover,dousedinoil,andburned,

WhiletheheadwasdisplayedintownandTheBaron'sthankswasearned.

Intownthateve,washeldagreatvictor'sfeast,

ThusisthestoryofTheBaronandbeast.
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